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To the READ ER, 


LLIS PUGH was born in the pariſh of 
Dogelle, in the county of Merioneth, 
and dominion of Wales, in the 6th month 

1656, His parents were religious people, 
and he was left fatherleſs and motherleſs, like 
a ſparrow alone upon the houſe-top. His 
father died before he was born, and his 
mother a few days after: and when he was 
in his yohth, going with the multitude into 
folly, it pleaſed God, by his judgment, to 
ſand in his way, and cauſed him to conſider 
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che things that belonged to his ſoul's ever- 
laſting peace. And in the eighteenth year 


of his age, the Lord viſited him more emi- 
nently, kindling a zeal in him to ſerve his 


Creator more diligently,* having been alſo 


reached by the teſtimony of John ap John, 
one of the people called Quakers. | 
God, who promiſed to be a father to the 


ae of him, and endued him 


with his grace; and about the year 1680, 
gave him a part of the miniſtry of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. Notwithſtanding he was not 
one of the wiſe of this world, nor had human 
learning, yet he was made a profitable inſtru- 
ment to turn divers from vanity, and to ex- 


hort and ſtrengthen many in their ſpiritual 


journey, in his native land, and alſo in this 
country, where he finiſhed his courſe. 

In the year 1686, he and his family, with 
divers of his acquaintance, began their journey 
to Pennſylvania, and whilſt they ſtayed for a 
ſhip to be ready, there came great trouble 
and exerciſe upon him, ſo that he was fick 
for ſome days; and in that ſtrait the Lord 
ſhewed unto him, that they ſhould meet with 


| troubles and exerciſes in their journey, and 


that he had a work for him in that country, 
and that he muſt return there again, After 


they ſailed, they met with ſtorms, ſtraits and 


® 1674, when thoſe people ſuffered perſecution, 
| troubles; 
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troubles; and having been upon the tem- 
peſtuous ſea all winter, they arrived in the 
firſt month at Barbadoes, where they were 
joyfully and lovingly received by their friends, 
and the ſummer following, in the year 1687, 
they arrived in Pennſylvania. After he had 
lived there till the year 1706, a concern re- 
mained upon him to viſit the mhabitants of 
his native country, according to what the 
Lord revealed unto him, before he came 
from thence. And after he had performed 
that ſervice, which was beneficial and ac- 
ceptable to many, he returned to his family 
in the year 1708; and a concern came upon 
him- to write the following book, to direct 
the unlearned Britons of low degree, to 

now God and Chriſt, the life eternal; 
which he wrote for the moſt part in his laſt 
ſickneſs. 

His conduct in his family, in his . i 

bourhood, and in the church, was meek, 
loving, and peaceable, and to edification; 
and his converſation innocent, chaſte, aud 
coupled with the fear of God, honourable 
among his friends, and of good report among. 
all people generally: and being patient in 
his tedious ſickneſs, contented ro wait the 
Lord's time, he ſlept with his fathers on the 
zd day of the zoth month, 1718, in favour 
with. God, giving him the glory. 
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Covxrrouvs READER, W 


Thou haſt here ſome account concerning 
the author, who was a man fearing God, and 
eſchewing evil. Read without prejudice, 
conſider impartially, and God direct thee in 
the way that pleaſeth him, that thou mayeſt 
in the end obtain the crown of life, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to 
all that love his appearance, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 

FAREWELL, 


x 


{ Logs | +, Toe 


& 1 R 
— 


_-_ it 


ts i 
_—_ _ 
— — 
> EY 
c 


The Teſtimony of the Monthly-Meeting at 
Gwynedd, in the County of Philadelphia, in 
Pennſylvania, concerning our Friend, ELLIS 


Pucn, the Author of the following Treatiſe, 
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HE. Lord, out of his great mercy hath 

long forborne, and often called after 

” us, and in ſome meaſure opened our eyes, to 
ſee the emptineſs and vanity which we fol- 
lowed, and at that time in a concern for our 
ſouls, endeayoured to ſeek the way to pleaſe 
God. And in the beginning of our afſem- 
bling together in this condition, to wait upon 
the Lord, it pleafed him to prepare our friend 
and countryman, ELLis PUGH, to be a ſer- 
viceable inſtrument in his hand, to cheriſh 
and inſtruct us in meekneſs and tenderneſs, 
to obey that which God made known unto 
us of his will, and to follow and underſtand 
the operation of his Spirit, diſcovering to us 
the ſnares of the enemy of our ſouls. His 
goodwill and loving care (among others 
that were fitted for the ſame ſervice). hath 
been a more profitable means in the hand of 
the Lord, towards directing and edifying of 
us in the way of truth, than the miniſtry we 
had been under from our youth ; for, by the 
tenderneſs and influence, which came as dew 
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upon our ſouls, while we ſat under his mi- 
niſtry, we believed his doctrine was of God. 
He continued with the ſame diligence in his 
ſervice, until he found in his heart to viſit 
his country people in his native land. 

We believe his viſit was acceptable, where 
there was an open door to receive it. After 
his return, his ſervice and often viſits to us 
were profitable. 

It is with us to make ſome mention of the 
Lord's dealings with him, concerning which 
we have obſerved, that the Lord was near 
unto him in the time of his trial. After his 
return home, three of his children, in the 
flower of their age, died within one month, 
who from their youth walked orderly. and 
hopeful. He mourned not as one without 
hope. Strength was given him to bear his 
affliction, He ſaid, If he could bear his 
affliction acceptable in the ſight of God, it 
would be as marrow to his bones: which 
teſtimony was publick, to the comfort of the 
hearers, and in a publick meeting, among 
ſeveral other things, which was to edification. 
| His reſidence was then nearer to us than be- 
fore, which rendered his life and converſation 
more conſpicuous, and his fellowſhip more 
known unto us. He was of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, conſiderate and ſolid in his judgment, 
of ' few words, and his inclination was to 
ſupport love and unity among all, more 
uw er in the houſchold of faith; * 
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and careful in his calling, leſt he ſhould give 
juſt cdyſe to make any uneaſy, which induced: 
ſeveral to ſpeak-of the good they received by 
his chaſte converſation : and his loving and 
coinfortable expreſſions while he was among 
them, in their ſeveral families, his memory- 

will not ſoon wear out. 25 
At the time we had notice of the departure 
(out of this life) of our friend Griffith Owen, 
(a man worthy of being remembered in the 
church and country, whoſe name is of good 
ſavour in the publick place where he lived, 
becauſe of his religious behaviour in his 
calling among the people of every rank) at: 
that time he was taken ſick, which by de. 
grees proved his dying ſickneſs: This ſick- 
neſs continued about a year and three months; 
ſo that he was not well able to follow his 
calling. In the mean time his natural life 
grew. weaker; but his candle (to wit, the 
light of his foul) ſhined brighter, as the 
impartial reader may ſee, and feel his love 
and - goodwill in the following Treatiſe, as 
his laſt. will, and loving ſalutation to his 
country. people, the Britons, in his native 
country; which he with his own hand wrote 
in his own language, in the time of his long 
ſickneſs, when the object of his view was 
towards that which pertains to eternity, more 
eſpecially to thoſe, or for the ſake of thoſe, 
to whom the ſalutation of his life reached over 
ſea and land, for the encouragement and in- 
& 8 ſtruction - 
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ſtruction of them that were ſeeking the way 
to Sion, the new Jeruſalem, the city of the 
great King, whoſe walls and bulwarks are 
ſalvation, 

There are many among the profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, that ſpeak and write concerning 
her glory, by ſtudy and premeditation, to 
gather through the ſtrength of human learn- 
ing and wiſdom, to hold forth the beauty 
and excellency of her, even the Lamb's wife. 
Thou ſhalt ſee, if thou readeſt impartially, 
what he taſted and felt of the good word of 
life, and of the way that leads to the Father, 
in which (we believe) he reſted, and laid 


down his head in peace. 


In the time of his ſickneſs, while he could 


walk about, near his end, he viſited us, to 


wit, the laſt meeting he was at among us, weak 
in body, but fervent in ſpirit, with a great 


deal of love and tenderneſs, as one taking 


his laſt leave; ſaying, that the Lord granted 


him his defire to come and viſit us once more; 


often putting vs in mind to keep in love and 
unity, and to keep out from amoneſt us, as 


much as we could, all ſtrife and "diſcord ;- 


and when any thing appeared, which had a 
tendency thereunto, that hands ſhould be laid 
without delay, to end it; and that none 
ſhould depend upon his own hand, eye, or 


ballance in judgment. 


He was fitted to counſel others, becauſe 
his life and converſation was anſwerable to 
He 7” ann 


E e 
his teſtimony; amongſt his family tender, and 
careful to counſel them to live in the fear of 
God. 

We looked upon him, and our thoughts. 
were concerning him, that he was as one 
who had finiſned his work; and that the time 
of his diſſolution drew nigh: and that he 
might ſay, in the words of Paul, according 
to his meaſure, © I have fought a good fight, 
I have finiſhed my courſe, J have kept the 
faith, Henceforth there is laid up for me a: 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge ſhall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them alſo 
that love his appearing.” | 


Signed in the behalf of the ſaid Meeting,. 
by 


John Hugh, || David Meredith,, 
Edward, Foulk, Thomas Evan, 
John Humphry, Robert Evan, 
Edward Robert, Owen Evan, 
Hugh Griffith, Cadwalader Evan, 
Meredith David, Robert Jones, 
Thomas Pugh, Evan Evans, 
Rowland Ellis,  W John Evans. 
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Concerning the Creation, Fall, and Redemption 
of Mankind. 


N the beginning God created all things 
according to his own pleaſure, and man 
after his own image (ſuperior to all the crea- 
tures) in a pure ſtate, fit to ſerve and glorify 
his Creator: but the ſerpent, the envious 
ſubtle ſpirit, deceived Eve, and ſhe ſaw that 
the forbidden fruit was a deſirable thing. So 
Adam and Eve broke the command, by 
yielding obedience to the wicked one, and 


diſobedience 
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diſobedience to God: ſo fin and tranſgreſſion 
took hold upon mankind ; but their merciful 
Father viſited them in the cool of the day, to 
chaſtiſe and take care of them, ſaying, «© That 
the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's head.“ 

So a ſtream of corruption, ſin, and diſ- 
obedience followed the children of men like 
a leproſy; but the ſeed of the woman was 
the help and defence God gave them, to the 
end they might overcome Satan, which ſeed 
is Chriſt, the ſame that (by corruption in the 
hearts of people) was ſlain from the foun- 
dation of the world, and was ordained alſo, 
in tke fulneſs of time, to lay down his body 
to redeem people, and to bring them home 
and reconcile them to the Father. For he 


was given as a light to the Gentiles, and 


ſalvation to the ends of the earth,” Iſaiah 
xlix. 6. | 
And although Satan and corruption made 


people unfit, and not able of themſelves to 


perform any acceptable ſervice to their Crea- 


tor, yet by the aſſiſtance of the eternal word, 


and light which enlighteneth every one that 
cometh into the world, the holy men of God 
in former ages, worſhipped God according 
to his will. And the religion which the 
Lord commanded was Job's religion; for 
he ſaid unto Satan, Haſt thou conſidered 
my ſervant Job, that there is none 4ike 
him in the earth, a perfect and upright 

f man, 
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man, one that feareth God and eſcheweth 
evil?“ Job i. 8. And, as the wiſe man ſaid, 
the concluſion of the whole matter that 
hath been heard, is, Fear God and keep his 
commandments; for this is the whole duty of 
man.“ Fccl. x11. 13. 
But all manner of fins and iniquities grew 
up among people, when at the ſame time 
they acknowledged there was ſome ſervice 
due to the Lord, required at their hands; and 
Satan taught them to invent ſome form, ſome 

image of ſervice and worſhip, ſome after one 
manner and ſome after another, ſeeking to 
pleaſe God, not in his fear, nor yielding 
obedience to him, all ſetting up their own 
idols, and bowing thereunto. So the world 
was filled with ſuperſtitions and opinions, 
and thus the devil did,ſet people at work to 
hate one another, and to make war, and to 
ſhed the blood one of another; ſo he made 
the world a wilderneſs, and darkneſs ruled 
therein: therefore he was called © the prince 
of this world, John xiy. 30. alſo © the prince 
of the power of the air, the ſpirit that 
| worketh in the children of diſobedience.” 
Eph. ii. 2. thn 

Ad as Satan brake into every vineyard; 
ſo the Lord by his prophet, complained 
_ againſt the children of Iſrael, ſaying, © they 
have forſaken me the fountain of livin 
waters, and hewed them out broken ciſterns 
that can hold no water,” Jer. ii. 13. For men 


IN 


ht. ted CI" 2 —_— 


47 „ 
in the ſtate of nature did, and yet do, rather 
love their own filthy waters than the water of 

life, which Chriſt is giving to thoſe that come 
unto him, which water waſhes and heals the 
ſoul; but the enemy ſets people at work, to 
dig for dead and poiſonous waters, which he 
makes ſweet and deſirable to the concupi- 
ſcence of fleſh and blood. 
But for all this, God continued in his love 
Cand mercy towards the workmanſhip of his 
hands, ſending: his prophets; . riſing up early, 
to call and invite them, cauſing the covenants: 
of peace to be made known unto them, if 
they. would return to him from their evil 
ways; as may be ſeen, Iſa. Iv. 1, 2, 3. 6, 7, 8. 
« Ho! every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money; come 
ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and 
milk. without money, and without price. 
Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which 
is not bread? and your labour for that which 
AM ſatisfieth not? hearken-. diligently unto me, 
H and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
. ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your 
| ear, and come uhto me: hear, and your ſoul 
„hall live, and I will make an everlaſting 
E - covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of- 
1 David. Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
. found, call ye upon him while he is near: 
| Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un- 


righteous man his thoughts: and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
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upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, ſaith the Lord.” 

And the teſtimonies of the true prophets . 
are full of the like invitations, upon the 
ſame conditions; that is, to turn unto the 
Lord, from falſehood : but people chooſe 
their own ways, their own thoughts, and their 
own prophets, rather than the Lord's. Be- 
cauſe the true prophets pronounced woes and 
deſtruction againſt them for their ſins, if they 
would not return to the Lord from their evil 
converſation; but the falſe prophets cried 
peace to the ungodly, ſaying, Is not the Lond. - 
amongſt us? Evil will not come upon us; 
the ſword and the famine will not be in this 
land, 

And as it 1s natural for fleſh and blood to 
believe the beſt of themſelves, and the worſt 
of thoſe that ſpeak againſt them, therefore 
they hated and perſecuted the true prophets, 
by putting them to death as falſe prophets. 

So it was in the days of Ahab, the children 
of Iſrael, after they had forſaken the cove- 
nant of the Lord, and thrown down his 
altars, and ſlain his prophets with the ſword, _ 
and heaped . unto themſelves companies of 3 
falſe prophets: fo not without cauſe the Lord + 
complained, ſaying, « Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken, 
1 have nouriſhed and brought up children, 
and 


ſee this thing which is come to paſs, which 
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and they have rebelled againſt me. The ox 


knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's 


crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my people 


doth not conſider.” Iſa. i. 2, 3. 
Nevertheleſs, God flow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, ſent his only begotten Son to the 
rebellious vine-dreflers whom they killed; he 


was willing to die for ſinners, to redeem them 
from their captivity ; who when he was born 
at Bethlehem Judea, the Lord ſent his angel 


to inform the ſhepherds; not the wiſe and 
learned, full of their own righteouſneſs, but 
to the poor, mean, illiterate, and thoſe of 


low degree; ſuch as were keeping watch over 


their flock by night. And lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 


the Lord ſhone round about them; and they 


were ſore afraid. And the angel ſaid unto 
them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good 


ridings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 


people. For unto you 1s born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. And this ſhall be a ſign unto you; Ye 
ſhall find the babe wrapped in ſwaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And ſuddenly 
there was with the angel, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and; ſaying, 
Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth, 
peace; goodwill towards men. And it came 
to paſs, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the ſhepherds ſaid one to 
another, Let us go even unto Bethlehem, and 
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the Lord hath made known unto us. And 
'they came with haſte, and they found Mary 
and Joſeph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

And when they had ſeen it, they made known 
abroad the ſaying that was told them con- 
cerning this child. And all they that heard it, 
wondered at thoſe things which were told them 
by the ſhepherds. But Mary kept all, theſe 
things, and pondered them in her heart, And 
the ſhepherds returned, glorifying and praiſ- 
ing God for all the things that they had heard 
and ſeen, as it was told unto them.“ Luke ii. 
9, to 21. | 

Theſe are ſuch people as preached Chriſt 

at his birth, to the admiration of their hear- 
ers: theſe believed and received the heavenly 
meſſage, and made haſte to ſee him; when 
they ſaw him they believed in him, and re- 
turned -glorifying and praiſing God. The \ 
ſhepherds were not offended at his appear- 
ance, notwithſtanding it was low, laying in 
the manger, in ſwaddling clothes; but that 
was not ſuch a king as the wiſe and great 
men ſought for. 
When the time came for Jeſus to fulfil his 
miniſtry, to preach and work miracles, the 
world could neither receive nor know him, 

' becauſe their way was not his way, But who 
received him? the poor illiterate fiſhers and 
men of low degree. Theſe alſo he hath 
choſen to be his diſciples: theſe were 
not filled with ſelf-righteouſneſs, nor high 
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-Flibughts of themſelves, nor of their own re- 
ligion: they had place to receive God's 
kingdom, therefore they left all, and followed 
Chriſt, who came to put an end to the many 
offerings, ſacrifice, and traditions, which 
were ſhadows and ſigns of his coming, who 
is the great everlaſting ſacrifice, which put 
an end to all, fulfilling the ſame by the one 
facrifice of himſelf, with which he bought 
all mankind, by bringing in the new cove- 
nant, and a more heavenly and more ſpiritual 
miniſtry, | 

And although the High Prieſts and Scribes 
and Phariſees were reading and waiting for 
the coming of Chriſt, yet they did not know 
him, nor receive him, nor believe; becauſe 
he did not pleaſe them, for he teſtified 
_ againſt them, and their falie ways. And 
though he wrought heavenly miracles amon 
them, as healing all manner of diſeaſes, and 
railing the dead, yet his word had no place 
in them; for they were full of human and 
earthly wiſdom : they would not come unto 
him, that they might have life, but more and 
more hated him, and became his enemies. 


And in truth, this is the ſtone which the 
\ builders, in every age, have rejected: © this is 
the Word that was made fleſh, and dwelt 
among us, (that is, the poor unlearned fiſhers 
of low degree) and we beheld his glory, the 
| glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 


But 


ull of grace and truth.“ John i. 14. 
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But ſome will ſay, How came theſe un- 
learned men to know Chriſt, and the learned 
men not to know him? The anſwer is, becauſe 
the fiſhermen were poor in their ſpirits; there- 
fore, the kingdom of heaven was to be theirs: 
the poor that know a © hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs (the promile is to them) they ſhall 
be filled.“ Mat. v. 3. 6. Theſe know their Sa- 
viour, by his grace, virtue, and heavenly inſpi- 
ration, for God revealed himſelf unto them: 
for when Peter ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son 
of the livingGod,” Jeſus anſwered, ** Fleſh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 

Father which is in heaven.” Mat. xvi. 17. 
Theſe were empty, and in a ſenſe of their 
want and thirſt of their ſouls, they were 
ready to come to the fountain, and drink of 
the living water; which was ſweet unto them; 
and therefore they loved Chriſt, and ad- 
hered unto him, and he alſo knew and per- 
ceived who were ſick and who wanted a phy- 
fician. Therefore he called them; and after 
they knew the preciouſneſs of him, they 
would ſay, „To whom ſhall we go? Thou 

haſt the words of eternal life.” John vi. 68, 

But the wiſe men and learned, they were 
full, and had no room to receive; they were 
whole and wanted not a phyſician; neither 
did they inquire for ſo mean a thing, and fo 
contemptible as Chriſt was in their fight, 
Therefore becauſe his outward appearance was 
not more glorious to anſwer their minds, they 
| | rejected 
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rejected him who was the © ſtone that was 
to be the head of the corner, and was the 
fountain of living water, and the light of 
life.“ Pſal. cxviii. 22. Mat. xxi. 42. Rev. 
vii. 17. John viii. 12. 

Nevertheleſs Chriſt had followers, who 
from their ſpiritual poverty (as above men- 
tioned) he made choice of, and they made 
choice of him. Unto ſuch he taught the 
Jaw of the new covenant, which exceeds that 
of "Moſes, preaching unto them? the goſpel 
of God's kingdom, ſetting himſelf forth to 
be a way, a light, a ſpirit, a life, a leader, 
a fountain, a vine, and a ſhepherd; to them, 
in ſuch a way as the world could not, nor 
can receive him; but rather reje& and gain- 
ſay him, as may be ſeen at this day among 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 


C&S. WH. 


Concerning the Scriptures, and our Saviour $ 
Spiritual Appearance. 


RIS T ſaid, I am the way, the Erith 
and the ue i no man cometh to the 


Father, bur by me.” John xiv. 6., But ſome 
_ tay, the ſcripture is the way which leadeth 


us 


* 
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us to the Father, and the ſcripture is the 
truth, which is to teach and guide us, and to 
declare unto us the will and commands of 
God, and ſo we hope to have life. But what 
ſcriptures telbus that life ſtands in the trea- 
tiſe, or in the writing? Do not the ſcriptures 
direct and call people to Chriſt, and he calls 
to himſelf? He ſaid unto the Jews that ſtrove 
againſt him, * Search the ſcriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
are they which teſtify of me. And ye will 
not come to me that ye might have life.“ 
John v. 39, 40. 3 
And are not the profeſſors of our age 
exactly of the ſame mind with thoſe profeſ- 
ſors? They would have life in the ſcriptures, 
but they will not have Chriſt, who is the life. 
Jeſus ſaid, © I am the light of the world; 
he that followeth me ſhall not walk in dark- 
neſs, but ſhall have the light of life.” John 
viii. 12. But they ſay, the ſcripture is the 
beſt light which every one ought to follow, 
which (they ſay) is ſufficient to bring people 
to ſalvation. Is this not darkneſs, blaſphe- 
my, and error; that is, to put the ſcriptures 
before and above Chriſt, and render it more 
ſufficient to lead to ſalvation? which they 
cannot make out, for Chriſt was given a head 
to the church above every thing. | 
But bear with me to expoſtulate a little in 
the defence of truth, in ſcripture words. In 
the firſt place, 1 to believe there is none will 


deny, 
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deny, but every one that is under the name of 
Chriſtian, muſt acknowledge Chriſt is the Word 
that was made fleſh, and dwelt amongſt 
his apoſtles.” What then? Was not this the 
Word which was © from the beginning with 
God.” John i. 14. And God was the Ward; 

all things were .made by him. In him was 
life, and the life was,the light of men. There 


was a man ſent from God, whoſe name was 


John, the ſame came to bear witneſs of the 
light, He was not that light, but was ſent 
to bear witneſs of that light.” John i. 1. 3s 
4, tO 12. 

But why may it not be ſaid in like manner, 
the ſcriptures were ſent from God to bear 
witnels of the light? But the ſcripture is not 
the light; but it was ſent, that it might bear 
witneſs of that light; but © he was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world: which cannot be ſaid of the 
ſcriptures, for there is but a ſmall part of the 
world that received the ſcriptures, and many 
of thoſe have not as yet received the © true 
light which lighteth every man,” ſnhining in 
the darkneſs of men's hearts, and the dark- 
neſs not comprehending it, The world knew 
him not, nor received him; but as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the ſons of God, even to them that 
believe in his name.” But experience tells 
us, that the people may receive ſcriptures, 
and read them, and not receive power to be- 

come 
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come the ſons of God; for the power and life 

is in Chriſt, who is the true light, and thoſe 
nat receive this light and walk therein, they 

have fellowſhip one with another, and the _ 

blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth them 

from every ſin. 

But the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who in 
contentions one againſt another, ſet up the 
ſcriptures above Chriſt, they alſo forſake the 
fountain where they may be waſhed. Is not 
this he whom the world hates? „ And this is. 
the condemnation, that- light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their deeds were evil. For 
every one that doth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, leaſt his deeds 
thould be reproved.. But he that doth truth 
cometh to the li ght, that his deeds may be 
made manifeſt, es they are wrought in 
God.“ John iii. 19, 20, 21. 

Here the reaſon is manifeſt why men Jove 
darkneſs, becauſe it is eaſier for them to ſin 
in darkneſs; and they hate the light, becauſe 
it makes manifeſt all their evil deeds, and 
reproveth them in their own hearts; and in 
as much as they neither know it nor its vir- 
tues, any further than ſomething reproving 
them, and that they do not intend to return 
at the reproof thereof, but to gather reaſons 
to ſay and plead againſt i it, that it is nothing 
but a natural light, and that it is not ſuf- 
ficient ta lead to ſalvation, | 

| p But 
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But of a truth, if Chriſt, as he is God, * 
hath all power in him, and as he is the eternal 
word, the Holy Spirit, the life, and the light, 
and all true wiſdom and | knowledge treaſured 
up in him, is not ſufficient to lead to ſalva- 
tion, I know not what is ſufficient, if he is 
not: the ſpirit that guides into all truth, 

concerning whom Chriſt ſaid, * the Spirit of 
Truth; whom the world cannot receive, becauſe 


it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him; but 


ye know him: for he dwelleth with you, and 
Mall be in you. I will not leave you co- 
fortleſs: Iwill come to you. At that day 
ye ſhall know that I am in my Father, and 
e in me, and Fin you.” John xiv. 17. 20. 
But the profeſſors of this age will not have 
Chriſt to be 1n his people ; how then are they 


Chriſt's ? „ Now if any man have not the 


ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. Andif 
Chriſt be in you, the body is dead becauſe of 
fin, but the Spirit is life becauſe of righteouſ- 
neſs.” Rom. viii. 9, 10. For when Chriſt 


comes to take poſſeſſion in the hearts of 
people, he ſets up his kingdom, law and 


government; that is, the law of the Spirit of 


life, which ſets free from the law of fin and 
death; then the devil Joſeth his kingdom, 


and loſeth his ſubjects and government in the 
hearts of people, when Chriſt cometh to caſt 

him out, and take the poſſeſſion. 
Therefore the old ſubtle enemy ſets all his 
craft to work to ep the children of the 
world 


„ 
world in his dark kingdom, granting them 
all outward means to deck themſelves to ap- 
pear religious, and make them bold and con- 
fident of their being in the way: they may 

have as many church traditions and cuſtoms 

| as they pleaſe, they may read the ſcriptures, 

and what books they will, and they may talk 
of Chriſt that he died for thee. and roſe and 
aſcended into heaven, and that he fits at the 
right hand of the Moſt High; for Satan is fully 
aſſured, that all this 1s not ſufficient to carr \ 
his ſervants out of his hands, therefore he will 
. them every thing but the knowledge of 
riſt within, the hope of glory. 

The apoſtle ſaid, “ Examine yourſelves, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own- 
ſelves. Know ye not your ownſelves, how that 
Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates?” 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Satan knows this, 
but he is net willing his ſubjects ſhould know | 
it, therefore people will reckon themſelves © | 
to be in the faith, and acceptable enough, 

though they know not Chriſt in themſelves, 

| a light to ſhine upon them, and to ſhow them 

their condition; as he is the Spirit of Truth, 

to guide them into all truth; as he is life 
eternal, to*quicken and heal the ſouls that 
are wounded, weary and heavy laden, and to 
remove them from the kingdom of darkneſs 
into his own kingdom, to be under his go- 
vernment, that ſo he may dwell in them, 
and they in him: here Satan loſeth the field, 
| his ſubtilties come to be manifeſted. 
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For if a man had all books and all know- 
ledge that may be in the world, and knew 
the principles of every profeſſion, and trea- 
ſured them up in his head, yet except Chriſt 


takes hold and poſſeſſion of his heart, there 


will be for all that, room for Satan to make 
his abode, and to work and keep poſſeſſion; 
for where Chriſt hath not place to work on 
the hearts of people, it is moſt certain that 
Satan works there; for he is the -ſpirit that 
works in the children of diſobedience, and 


he leads them into'all wickedneſs. 


But the rule which Chriſt promiſed to give 
his followers to walk by, and to be with 
them to the end of the world, was his own 
Spirit: Lo I will be with you ro the end. 
& I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give yau 
another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth.” 


and to be in them; the Comforter, the{ Holy 
Spirit, who was to teach and guide them into 
all truth. Is not this the one thing needful, 
without which, it is in vain for man to think 
that he grep any thing towards the work 
of his ſalvation? 
He is alſo ſufficient of himſelf to lead his 
followers in the paths of life; he giveth them 
power to be ſons of God; for whoſoever 
are led by the ſpirit of God, theſe are chil- 
dren of God, But the dark people will ſay, 
Whoſoever are led by the ſcripture, are chil. 
dren of God, | 
Again, 


1 

Again, <« if ye through the ſpirit do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live.” 
Rom. viii. 13. But they ſay, that through 
the ſcripture the deeds of the body are mor- 
tified ; but God through his Spirit did reveal 
to his people, what “ eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.“ 1 Cor. ii. 
9. So the things of God no man n. 
but the Spirit of God. 

Therefore there are too many of the pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, becauſe they will not 
receive the Spirit of God, they neither know 
nor underſtand the ſeriptures, nor the things 
which he hath prepared for them that love 
him: but ſaith the apoſtle, „we received 
not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely g given to us of God.” 

« But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 
1 Cor. ii. 12. 14. And as Chriſt ſaid, “ It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth : and it is lite 
eternal to know the Father and the Son.” 
John vi. 63. xvii. 3. And how 1s he to be 
known, but by the revelation of his own 
ſpirit in the inward man? For his ſaints and 
followers know him inwardly, to be a light 
to enlighten their paths, and life to their 

B 3 at ſouls, 


ſouls, © 2 well of water, ſpringing up into 
1 everlaſting life.“ John iv. 14. to drink 
thereof, that they may never thirſt: and in- 
1 wardly be, refreſheth and comforteth the ſouls 
that are weary and faint in the way of their 
pilgrimage. This 1s the life eternal, which 
is freely given to as many as open the doors 
of their hearts, to take in the King of glory. 
|| This living water is to be freely given to 
7h the poor unlearned tradeſmen and ploughmen, 

1 ſhepherds and fiſhermen, if they but turn 

their minds inwards, and there humble them- 
4 ſelves before their God, in a ſenſe of his mer- 
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cies and deliverance, his love and long ſuf- 
fering towards them, even waiting to be 
gracious unto them: for the Lord is near to 


| them that ſeek him while he may be found, 
1 and call upon him while he is near. There- 
fore is not the privilege of knowing the 
— 1 fountain of living waters in ourſelves rode 
ſure to us, the ſhepherds and poor tradeſmen & 
rather than to the men of learning (who have 
filled themſelves with the knowledge that 
puffeth up) or to the great men? For it is a 
great work for them to come down: ſo low, 
4: to be taught by that which is ſo little in their 
vn fight, as is the ſeed of God's kingdom : for 
TH it is too common in them the leaſt of all 
= feeds. 

So it is poſſible for the ſhepherd following 
his flock, and the tradeſman at his calling, 
to come to this fountain, and drink thereof, 
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to comfort and refreſh their thirſty ſouls; for 
the Lord “ filleth the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he ſends empty away.' 

Luke i. 53. But to the poor and contrite 
ſpirit will he look, and God dwells “ with him 
alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 
to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrite ones.” Iſa. lvii. 
15. So the prayer of the poor publican went 
up to the Lord with more acceptance than 


that of the. Phariſee. 


Of a truth, when thoſe poor come to be 
acquainted with. ſpiritual viſitations in their 
hearts, their fouls come to be revived and 
renewed, and have a godly zeal kindled in 


them to ſerve the Lord; theſe come to know © © 
_ { Chriſt within, to give life to their ſouls; - 
| _ theſe can be true witneſſes that in him there 

is life, and as John the beloved diſciple ſaid, 


« He that believeth on the Son of God, hack 
the witneſs in himſelf : he that believeth not 


God, hath made him a liar ; becauſe he be- 


lieveth not the record that God gave of his 
Son. And this is the record, that God hath _ 
given to us eternal life: and this life is in 
his Son.“ 1 John v. 10, 11. 

Therefore they who hold life eternal to 4 
in the ſcriptures, and in the ſacraments, theſe 
do not believe God's record of his Son, but 
ſeek to make him a liar; becauſe they do not 
believe that life eternal is in his Son: again, 
«He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 

3 4 hath 
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| hath not the Son of God hath not life.” See 
5 {ob the apoſtle did not mention any thing 
© to be put with Chriſt to make up the life; 
« but * he that hath the Son hath life;“ be- 
f cauſe every thing neceſſary to life and ſalva- 
1 tion is treaſured up in the Son. Again, He 
| that hath not the Son of God hath nor life.” 
And of a truth, thoſe that are without life, 
they are yet dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, with- 
out being made alive with Chriſt. Whatſoever 
they have, they are but dead things to them, 
this agrees well with the old Britiſh proverb; 

| 
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| But ſome poor ignorant people will ſay, we 
{0 know nothing, we muſt believe what learned 
men tell us, becauſe they read and know; 
* but that 1s not the way for thee to become 


one of Chriſt's ſheep, becauſe if the fiſher- 
men and unlearned in the days of old had 
believed the learned men, they had never 
believed in Chriſt, nor become his followers. 

And although there are teachers in this 
age, who do profeſs that they believe in 
Chriſt, yet if thou follow their doctrine, thou 
wilt never come to ſeek the Spirit of God to 


of God, nor ever receive Jeſus the light of 
life, who gives power to ſuch as receive him 
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eto become the ſons of God, by being born 


not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 
i. 12, 13. Therefore it is much better — 

thee 


« Heb dduw heb ddim, ond duw a digon.” 


lead thee, that thou mayeſt become a child 


8 . 
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thee to take the apoſtle's advice, © If any of 


you lack wiſdom let him aſk of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 


not: and it ſhall be given him. Every good 


gift, and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableneſs neither ſhadow 
of turning.“ Jam. i. 5. 17. 

But when the Lord begins his work on the 
hearts of people, ſhewing their ſinful ſtates, 
and raiſing fear in them concerning their 
ſouls, and a deſire to know the way to get 
peace with God in their conſcience, divers will 
incline to adviſe with their teachers, or ſuch 
as they look upon to be wiſe and able to give 
them counſel; and it is very rare but they 
meet with a remedy much worſe than the 
diſeaſe, for want of the phyſician's knowing 
the work of God upon their own ſouls ; they 


will be like to adviſe them to ſhun melancholy. 


thoughts, leſt Satan tempt them to diſpair, 


and to loſe themſelves; perſuading them they 
need not be afraid of their ſouls, if they live 


like their neighbours; or elſe to invite them 


to take the ſacrament, and cry peace to them, 
and throw ſome water to quench that fire, 
which God hath begun to kindle by his judg- 
ments againſt ſin in their hearts. For Sion 
ſhall be redeemed with judgment. 

But what ſhall a man do, when he comes to 
be afraid of his ſalvation, and his ſin becomes 
a burden to him, and knows not how to get 
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eaſe? But was it not upon ſuch that Chriſt 
himſelf called, ſaying, Come unto me all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls.” 
Mat. xi. 28, 29. And thoſe that know Chrift 
by the ſpirit of his grace, teaching and guid- 
ing them into all truth, theſe know that 
there is no teacher like unto him, for he is 
the anointing, to whoſe teaching alone the 
apoſtle directed the ſaints, at the time when 
there were many Antichriſts gone forth to 
deceive and beguile the true Chriſtians, 
Therefore he ſaid unto them, „Je have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things.” 1 John ii. 20. © If that which ye 
have heard from the beginning fhall remain 
in you, ye alſo ſhall continue in the Son and 
in the Father,” Ver. 24. 3 

And to eſtabliſh them on the immoveable 
rock, that they might be able to withſtand all 
tempeſts, winds and floods; and alſo remind 
them of their ſtrong tower and fortreſs, he 
ſaid, „ The anointing which ye have received 
of him abideth in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you; but, as the ſame anoint- 
ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and 1s no lie; and even as it hath taught you, 
ye thall abide in him.” Ver. 27. So the 
unction remains in the true Chriſtians, and 
they in him, and thereby continue in the _ 

an 
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and in the Father, Theſe are the branches 
which are grafted in the true vine, to whom 
he ſaith, © Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. John xv. 4. 

We ſee here how needful it is for every 
true Chriſtian to know himſelf grafted in 
Chriſt, the true vine, and after he is ſo graft- 
ed, to | abide in him, (that is) in his grace, 
ſpirit, and inſpiration, in his pure nature, 
virtue, love and fellowſhip in the inward 
man. This is the living ſap that the vine 


1s full of, which aſcends up to the branches, 


cauſing them to grow, flouriſh and bring 
forth ſweet fruit, well pleaſing to the huſ- 
bandman, which naturally ſprings forth from 
the incorruptible root. Such fruits no man 
can bring forth, although he makes uſe of 
all his underſtanding and ſtrength, endea- 
vouring to form his actions to anſwer the 
ſcriptures, and break off his fins that natu- 
rally ſprout from the root of the wild vine, 
which will ſpring. out through the branches, 


let man do what he will, until he be cut off 


from the wild vine, and be grafted in the 
true vine. 

But after ſome men ſtrive and labour againſt 
fin, and fail to get victory, they are forced 
to yield, and drop anchor in the quickſand, 
and place of deſpair, believing there is no 
power to be obtained to overcome fin ; but 
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that the ſaints and people of God muſt live 
in it all the days of their lives; and this 


miſtake is by reaſon of their not coming to 


Chriſt in themſelves, to have his Spirit that 
leads unto all truth, which will be a rudder 
and a compaſs for them to ſteer the courſe of 
their pilgrimage ; for thoſe that are led by 
him, he brings them to their deſired port, 
where he gives them eaſe and reſt, that 1s, in 
himſelf, who is the true vine, of whom it was 
ſaid, «© Whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth 
not.” 1 John 11. 6. | | 

And again, he faith, «© I am the vine, ye 
are the-branches. He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing.” John 
XV. 5. . 

But is it not pity that this doctrine muſt 
not go into the pulpits in chriſtian churches, 
to enlighten people and ſhew them the way 
of ſalvation? But the devil is careful to 
keep it out, leſt he ſhould loſe his kingdom 
and government; for as the Lord ſaid by his 
prophet, If the prophets © had ſtood in my 
counſel, and had cauſed my people to hear 
my words, then they ſhould have turned them 
from their evil way, and from the evil of their 
doings.” Jer. xxili: 22. But the voice of 
Chriſt and his prophets and apoſtles runs 
conſonant and agreeable the ſame way like a 
ſtream ; but the voice of the world 1s in 1t- 
ſelf full of confuſion, and quite RFI 
| : \ the 
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= 
the voice of the true ſhepherd; but it is the 
voice of a ſtranger, therefore the ſheep run 
away from it,“ becauſe they know not the 
voice of ſtrangers.” John x. 5. He is the 
door of the ſheep; they that enter in by him, 
ſhall have life, but ſuch as climb up another 


way they are thieves and robbers. And he 
ſaid, ** My ſheep hear my voice, and I know 


. them, and they follow me: and I give unto 


Is not this the ſum of the religion of a 
hriſtian, and the ſubſtance of ſalvation, 
the one thing needful ? That is, to know the 
voice of Chriſt within, who is the true ſhep- 
herd, and follow him in all things, and have 


"Ts or thi life.” John x. 27. 28. 


of him eternal life. This is allo the grace 


that appeared, « even the grace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation to all men, teaching us to 
deny ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world.“ Tit. ii. 11, 12. We ſee that 


this was he that taught the apoſtles. It may 


be alſo ſeen, that ſuch as take upon them to 
learn by the ſcriptures, are not able to den 


ungodlineſs and worldly luſts: they alſo 


confeſs their lives and converſations are not 
like the lives of the holy men of old, of 
whom the ſcriptures tell us, that they were 
led by the Spirit and grace of God; but the 
reaſon of that is, the want of their coming 
to accept of being led by the ſame ſpirit, and 
taught by the ſame grace ; for the ſame ſap 
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in the true vine cauſeth the branches to bear 
the ſame good fruit. There is the ſame 
virtue in the grace to teach a godly life, and 
the ſame power in the Holy Spirit to guide 
into all truth. And it is given to the ſons 
of God, to be with them to the end. 


But great is the deceit of the old ſubtle 
enemy, to keep people in his dark kingdom, 


by making them believe, that the Spirit of 


God is not to be had, to lead his people in 
theſe ages. Therefore, what may be thought 
of that? If the Spirit of God does not lead 
any in theſe days, then God hath no people 
nor children upon the earth: it is true 
enough, that the devil would have it ſo. 
For if the Spirit of God doth not lead a man, 
he will be led by his own fleſhy luſt, and the 
ſpirit of this world, that is the ſpirit of Satan, 
which leads into all falſhood and iniquities; 
for the ſpirit of man is ſubject to be led by 
ſome ſpirit, and there are but two ſpirits, and 
two natures, to wit, good and evil, to govern 
the hearts of people. 

Therefore the enemy knows, that thefe is 
nothing draws a man out of his reach but the 


Spiric of God, for which cauſe he darkens 
and bewitches the inhabitants of OO : 
aby 


who are made drunk with the wine o 
lon's fornication, by putting examples before 


them, of other ways to be children of God, 


beſides being led by his Spirit: but theſe 


ways are ſo void of the croſs, that after a 


an 
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man comes at them, he may ſin as much as 
3 to ſatisfy his fleſny luſt, and to ſerve 

the devil: and although he allows them to 
have the ſcripture to read, yet he will never 

grant them to come to that which the ſcrip- 

ture calls them unto: for the ſcripture (as 

was ſaid before) calls to Chriſt, and to the 

knowledge of him, as he is to his faints, a 

ſpirit; life, light, grace, fountain, vine, ſhep- 

herd, to work the new birth. 

It is true, that the ſcriptures were given 
forth by the inſpiration of God, and ſprung 
from his Spirit, which was in the holy men 
and prophets, Chriſt himſelf, and his apoſ- 
tles, who were in the ſpirit, and through the | 
ſpirit gave them forth, and their teſtimonies |} 
are true and profitable for counſel and com- | 

fort, and edification to every traveller that 
hath his face towards New Jeruſalem : but it 
is poſſible, that a man in a ſtate of nature, 
who is for fulfilling his luſt, may fin at his 
pleaſure, notwithſtanding he has the bible; 
which he could not do, if Chriſt, by his 
Spirit, had taken hold and poſſeſſion of his 
heart and ſoul, 

But ſome may ſay, if the ſcripture had 
taken hold of the heart of man, it might 
help him to forbear ſinning. Yet, who will 
open the heart to receive the ſcriptures, if 
not the Lord ? He opened the heart of Lydia 
to receive what was ſpoken by Paul. In 
him alone is power to open people's hearts. 

For 
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For where Satan keeps poſſeſſion, no good 
thing ſhall come in, until he come that is 
ſtronger than he, to caſt him out and take 
poſſeſſion, and open the heart to receive 
in all the goodneſs, which God is pleaſed 
to vouchſafe to his people for their edifi- 
cation, | 

For of a truth, when Chriſt, by the Spirit 
of his grace, takes hold on the hearts of peo- 
ple, the fear of God comes to take place. in 
them, cauſing them to tremble, and cry for 
help to depart from ini 
is near and ready to nd by them, againſt 
the temptations of Satan; and as they ſtand 
faithful, he diſtributes to them of the ſpirit 
of his grace, to leaven, change, and make 
them new creatures. "Theſe come more and 
more to be partakers of the divine nature, 
which 1s in the true vine, to change their 
nature and affections, teaching them to love 
God, and love all good, and love all men, 
love their enemies, and pray for them, and do 
good to all men. 

He likewiſe teacheth them to hate all evil, 
and flee from it, as from a mortal enemy, 
who is for breaking their peace with the 
Lord; which peace they value above all 
other things. Unto ſuch the croſs of Chriſt 
is eaſy, and his burden light; and it is eaſier 
for them to keep God's commandments than 
break them; for to breax them 1s to break 


their peace, 
And 


ity. And the Lord 
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And ef a truth, this is the religion which 
the God of heaven did and doth command, 
and highly own, as hath been ſaid belore. 
« Haſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that 
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God 
and eſcheweth evil?” Is not this the conclu- 
ſion of all that was heard, and the whole 
duty of man? And he that hath this religion, 
what part ſoever of the world he may dwell 
in, of what language, tribe or kindred ſoever, 
or of what profeſſion ſoever he may be; this 1s 
the man whoſe lamp will ſhine at his latter 
end, and will find the door of the kingdom 
open. 

$1 the man that neither feareth God, nor 
keepeth his commandments, nor eſcheweth 
evil, though he makes high profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and boaſts of his faith, belief, 
religion, and works, with great boldneſs and 
preſumption ; when he looks death in the 
face, his lamp will be out, and his confidence 
will fail; for the ſting of death torments 
him, and fin gnaws the conſcience, and his 


robe is filthy and not waſhed, nor made clean 


in the * blood of the Lamb.” Rev. vii. 14. 
that ſo the ſoul might have been fit to ſtand 
before the throne, with the ſaints in white 
raitnent. | 
But now O ſinful man; it is lamentable for 
thee to remember thy ways and works, and 
alſo to remember how Jeſus hath been knock- 


ing 
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ing at the door of thy heart, while the day 
of thy, viſitation laſted, calling for repentance 
and amendment of life, and thou didſt not 
hearken unto him, but followed thy laſcivi- 


ous deſires, which drown thy ſoul in the 


bottomleſs pit. . 


CHAP. IL. 


Shewing what is Saving Faith. . 


J ERILY great is the preſumption, which 
Satan works in the moſt abominable 
ſigners, making them believe they are in the 
right way, and in the true church, where 
there is no danger of loſing ſalvation: there- 
fore we may hear the drunkards, adulterers, 
and all manner of evil-doers, boaſting ' of 
their religion, and boldly pleading for it, 
though they have no religion at all. 

It 1s very common, the more erroneous, 
the more is their preſumption, and falſe con- 
fidence; for the more ſinful, the more blind 
they are; leſs is their love to their fellow- 
creatures, and the more ſevere are their cen- 
ſures againſt all other profeſſions, and without 
mercy ſacrificing all but themſelves to hell 


fire. 
This 
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This is very apparent in the members of 
the church of Rome, and by corrupted nature 
creeps into other profeſſions, making ſinners 
inſolent; for though there are too many peo- 
ple unregenerated, yet nevertheleſs they will 
pretend to have religion, and ſet up ſome 
ſtructure, under which they ſhelter and pro- 
miſe heaven to themſelves, though they are 
ſervants to corruption, lulling themſelves to 
ſleep, eaſy in fin and iniquity. 


4 Therefore ſome will boldly ſay, We have 


faith in Chriſt, who died for us, and bought 
us by ſuffering on the croſs, and he took our 
ſins upon himſelf, and they were reckoned 
ſins to him, who was without ſin. So it will 
be counted, that we ſhall be partakers of his 
righteouſneſs, though there is no righteoul- 
neſs in us, | oF 1H 

Is not this a doctrine full of preſumption, . 
to make people more bold and confident to 
multiply their fins freely at the Lord's charge, 
throwing all their filth and abominable ſins 
upon Chriſt, who died for ſinners, to deliver 
them, and to waſh and cleanſe them from 


their ſins? For he is the fountain that ſprung 


up to the houſe of Judah, and to the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, to waſh away fin and 
iniquity. | | 
But by this doctrine Chriſt did not come 
to waſh people from their ſins, but rather 
to juſtify them therein ; that ſo they may 
lin as much as they will with boldneſs, 
| and 


1 

and without fear, and caſt it upon Chriſt, 
who ſaid to Peter, „If I waſh thee not, thou 
haſt no part in me:“ yet it is poſſible a man 
may be ready to ſay, though I am an unclean 
ſinner, yet I believe in Chriſt, and that he 
was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of 
the pure Virgin, his miracles, and ſufferings, 
his reſurrection, and aſcenſion into heaven, 
to fit at the right hand of his Majeſty on 
high. 

All theſe things are real truths in them- 
ſelves, and the followers of Chriſt enjoy the 
ſalvation, which he hath prepared through his 
ſufferings ; but Satan knows all this, and the 
devils did confeſs that he was the Son of God, 
though they had no part in him, but ſought 
to flee from him. Mat. viii. 29. 

But the man will ſay, I believe Chriſt hath 
ranſomed me by his death, and paid the price 
for me: it is true enough that the heavenly 
King did buy all mankind, and paid for them, 
to the end they might be made free from fins, 
and drawn from the kingdom of Satan, and 
out of his chains, and tranſlated' into his own 
kingdom, that they may be there under his 
banner, law and government. 

But what portion haſt thou in this King, 
or his kingdom, whilſt thou liveſt in diſobe- 
dience to him, and his government, any more 
than the Pagan, Indian, or Barbarian, pur- 


chaſed with the ſame blood, and paid for! 
But he will ſoon anſwer, I have heard, 1 
rea 
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1 read of my redemption, and how Chriſt ſuf- 
fered for me, and believe it all. 


Then I may alſo ſay, I have heard there 
| is a king in France, in authority, governing 


and putting forth laws amongſt his ſubjects, 
and they fight under his banner, in obedience 
” WW to the king and his commands: but though 
believe all this to be true, yet I have no 
mind ever to be one of his ſubjects, nor to 
come under his banner, to be obedient to 
him: therefore what right have I in that 
king, or in his kingdom, laws or govern- 
ment, becauſe I am engaged under another 
king, who (poſſibly) may be his greateſt 
enemy? And therefore I have no part nor 
WJ portion in that king, nor in his kingdom, 
nor government. 5 

But the man may ſay, the ſcripture faith, 
« He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved:” therefore I do believe. Is not 


y this ſome part of the work of my falvation ? 
Jo believe Chrilt in reality, is the true ſaving 
2 


fach and ground- work of ſalvation, to which 
the true baptiſm is joined. If thou doſt be- 


1 lieve in Chriſt, thou muſt give credit to 
Chriſt ; otherwiſe how canſt thou ſay that 
7, thou believeſt in him ? for when he preached 


on the Mount, he ſet forth the law of the 
e new covenant, which, was to be a law to 
every true Chriſtian, and alſo the ſpiritual 
fruits they were to bring forth, ſo that all 
r ſhould be known by their fruits; for _ T 
id | id 
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did and do diſtinguiſh between the true and 
falſe Chriſtian. 
There were falſe Chriſtians, falſe prophets, 
and falſe teachers to come in among the true 
Chriſtians ; therefore he made appear how to 
diſtinguiſh them. © Ye ſhall know them by 
their fruits: Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiltles? So every good tree bring- 
eth torth good fruit, but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit;” and to corroborate, 
and confirm the teſtimony, he ſaid again, 
« A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit: Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the 
fire.” Mat. vil. 16, 17, 18, 19. 
But d will the irreligious man (chat 
talks of believing in Chriſt) ſay to theſe 
things? If thou doſt believe in him, thou 
muſt alſo believe in theſe things; and if 
thou believeſt theſe things, thou muſt come 
to an amendment of life, and pray to God 
for grace to break off thy ſins, and bring 
forth fruit meet for repentance, without which 
there is here no promiſe, but to hew thee 
down, and caſt thee into the tire, WY 
devil and his angels are. 
See here farther what Chriſt ſaith, Not 
every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven :” and towards the concluſion of his 
ſermon, 


21 
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ſermon, after he had ſet forth his heavenly 
law, he ſaid unto them, © Every one that 
heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them 
not, ſhall be likened unto a fooliſh man, who 
built his houſe upon the ſand, which houſe 


fell when the wind and ſtorm came:” Thus 


will the hope of the ungodly fail in the moſt 
needfyl time. When mortal ſickneſs, op- 
preſſion and hardſhip come, then they will 
call upon him, Lord, Lord, have not we 
confeſſed thy name? but this will be the an- 
ſwer, © I never knew you, depart from me ye 
that work iniquity.“ Mat. vii. 23. 

But of a truth, thoſe that truly believe in 
Chriſt, have choſen him to be to them a 
God, a father, a prince and ſhepherd; a 
God to be feared, and to be honoured, and 
to be bowed before, and to give him the 
glory, reverence and obedience, and to love 
him with all the heart, with all the ſoul, and 
with all the mind; for this is the greateſt 
commandment; there ſuch a one can believe 
in the Lord, and truſt in him, and depend 
upon his mercies, that he will hear his prayer 
in the day of diſtreſs, and keep him from the 


hour of temptation, which ſhall come upon 


all the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth. Rev. 111. 10. 

And he is unto them a father, and takes 
care of them, and makes them to partake of 


all things neceſſary for their bodies and ſouls; 
and they, as obedient children, do receive thoſe 


mercies 
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mercies. from his hand with humility and 
thankfulneſs, accepting the ſame as obliga- 
tions upon them, to bleſs his great name for 
all his mercies. ; 

He 1s unto them a prince, to put on them 
the ſpiritual armour, even the word of God, 
which 1s the ſword of the Spirit, the ſhield of 
faith, the helmet of ſalvation, that they may 
overcome the devil, and all his wiles. The 
Lord alſo goes with them to every battle; 
and theſe, by fighting under his banner, do 
receive faith and belief of their conqueſt and 
eternal reward. | 3. 

Theſe are ſervants under their maſter, ear- 
neſtly purpoſing to be obedient and faithful 
in their ſervice to him, that he may order 
and govern them, and put every one upon 
his appointed buſineſs; and they keep their 
places, they believe and depend upon their 
Lord, that he will plentifully reward them 
beyond their deſerts. 5 
And they take him to be their ſhepherd, to 
hearken unto his voice, and follow him, de- 
parting from all their carnal deſires, and 
chooſe to bear the croſs: for thoſe that be- 
lieved in him, left all things to follow him. 

Is it not in vain for the ungodly man to 
make mention of his faith in Chriſt, and yet 
| refuſe Chriſt to be his Lord, and yet rebel 
daily againſt him, chooſing to ſerve the devil, 
Por faith is wrought by love, and love by 
keeping God's commandments, as Chriſt _ | 
a p | cc ] 


E 
d « If ye love me keep my commandments. 
— He that hath my commandments, and keep- 
r eth them, he it is that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifeſt my- 
ſelf unto him. If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him.“ John xiv. 15. 21. 23. 80 
all the ſervants of Chriſt do love Chriſt, by 
keeping his commandments ; and he loveth 
them, and giveth them faith and ſtrength for 
a ſpiritual armour, whereby they may with- 
— ſtand their carnal deſires, and the temptations 
1 of Satan. | | 
But the man that makes a talk of his faith, 
belief and chriſtianity, but does not come 


ir under the law of the new covenant, all is in 
ir vain to him, and as the apoſtle ſaith concern- 
n ing thoſe of the circumciſion, how they were 


bound to keep the law, “but if thou be a 

0 breaker of the law, thy circumciſion is made 
- uncircumciſion.“ Rom. ii. 25. So it may be 
d ſaid to the irreligious man, If thou art a 
= tranſgreſſor of Chriſt's law, thy chriſtianity 
is become antichriſtian. Again, if the un- 


0 circumciſed therefore keep the righteouſneſs 
t of the law, ſhall not his uncircumciſion be 
J| accounted for circumciſion ? 

So the nations who have had little or no 
y knowledge by reading, or preaching, and yer 


know God writing his law in their hearts, 
lf 1 19 C | and 


J — 


( 3 


and by the aſſiſtance of his grace come to 
lead a godly life, will not their unchriſtianity 
be counted chriſtianity ? But ſome profeſſors 
of chriſtianity will not grant that any can'be 
partakers of .the ſalvation which Chriſt hath 
prepared for them, but ſuch as have heard of 
his ſufferings: how then came all people 
through all the corners of the world, to be 
made partakers of the death which came by 
Adam, who never had any knowledge of 

Adam, nor his fall ? | 
The ſerpentine feed went forth to bruiſe 
and to wound, but the ſeed of the woman, 
(even Jeſus Chriſt) was given to heal and 
relieve; and many were healed in former 
ages, before he appeared in the fleſh, and 
became partakers of the ſalvation which he 
prepared for them through his ſufferings. 
Job knew that his Redeemer lived, and that 
he ſhould ſtand at the latter day upon the 
earth. Job xix. 25, and ſo he bemoaned him- 
ſelf in the time of his affliction, concerning 
the days that were paſt, ſaying, „O! that 1 
were as in months paſt, as in the days when 
God preſerved me: when his candle ſhined 
upon my head, and when by his lixht I 
walked through darkneſs; as I was in the 
days of my youth, when the ſecret of God 
was upon my tabernacle; when the Almighty . 
was yet with me.” Job xxix. 2, 3, 4, 5. So 
Job had faith in Chriſt, whom he knew to 
be his Redeemer, and a light ſhining upon 
; | him, 
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him, to enlighten his ways, that he might 
walk through darkneſs, and alſo know him to 
be a rock, which poured him out rivers of 
oll. 

This is the Rock of Ages, of whom David 

ſpoke, „O Lord, my ſtrength, and my Re- 
deemer,” Pſal. xix. 14. It was Abraham's 
great joy, to ſee the day of Chriſt; and he 
ſaw it, and was glad. John viii. 56. And of 
a truth, the godly in all ages, and in every 
corner of the world, were, and are made par- 
takers of Chriſt ; for they are waſhed from 
their ſins, and do receive the benefit of what 
he did for them, in that they witneſs him in 
themſelves, to be a light to enlighten: their 
paths; life to quicken their ſouls; grace, to 
teach them to live godly ; and a fountain of 
living water, for the inward man to drink. 
and to waſh their garments. 

By theſe means thouſands were made | 
takers of the benefit of Chriſt and his fuer. 
ings, and redemption, before he appeared in 
the fleſh to perform what his Father had or- 
dained him; that is, to offer himſelf a ſacri- 

fice for all mankind, and to reveal his own 
ſpiritual miniſtry the more clear, bright and 
ſhining, drawing it from under the ſhadows 
and types which figured out his coming to 
ſet up the law of the new covenant, and to 
write it in the hearts of people, and to teach 
them himſelf. 

But it is true, that the ſame light is to 
W the ſame Spirit to lead and to 

C 2 quicken 
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quicken them ; the grace to teach them ; the 
ſame fountain to drink of; and the ſame faith 
that Abraham (the father of the faithful) had, 
which he received from God for his faithful- 
nels and obedience, when he was yet uncir- 
cumciſed. So Chriſt had -ſheep in all ages 
and corners of the world, yet not gathered 
to the one fold; nevertheleſs they knew his 
voice leading them into the waters here and 
there in the world, and they hear the ſhep- 
herd's voice leading, them to be waſhed. 

For John ſaw in heaven * a great multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues, ſtanding be- 
fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands,” 

elorifying God and the Lamb. Rev. vii. 9. And 
one of the elders ſaid to John, . Theſe are they 
that came our of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and ſerve him day 
and night in his temple: and he that ſitteth 
on the throne ſhall dwell among them.” 
Verl, 13. 15. 

Let us obſerve here the reaſon why theſe 
were come to obtain ſo high a dignity as to 
ſtand before the throne. - Was it not becauſe 
they had waſhed and made white their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb? For this waſhing 
makes a man a Chriſtian, giving him a part 
in Chriſt, and making him fit to praiſe God 


for ever. Therefore let every ſoul be hum- 
bled - 


A 


„ 


bled before God, and put his mouth in the 
duſt; let him lay aſide all preſumption: ſee 
that thou art fearing God and eſchewing evil, 
and that thy heart and foul become ſubject 
to his law, fo that thou cannot commit evil 
which diſpleaſes him, and breaks the peace 
of thy own conſcience. This was the law that 
bound Joſeph to be the ſervant of God, and 


could not give way to gratify ſinful luſts, to 


do the devil's will, and offend his heavenly 
Father, when his maſter's wife, upon all oc- 
caſions, importuned him to lie with her, 
which Joſeph looked upon to be death to his 
foul; therefore ſaid, © How can I do this 


great wickednefs, and fin againſt God?” 


Gen. xxxix. 9. 

O, let us obſerve how much Joſeph ex- 
ceeded the profeſſors of Chriftianity in this 
age; for many of them would be glad of 
ſuch an opportunity to commit evil, and to 
gratify their carnal defires, without much 
thought of the ſoul, nor fear to offend the 
Almighty, who daily feeds them with his 
many mercies, by nouriſhing and preſerving 
therm. But indeed, the unregenerate {tate is 
the broad way that leadeth to deltruction, 
let people profeſs what they will; and as the 
apoſtle ſaid, Of a truth, I perceive that 
God is no reſpecter of perſons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteouſneſs, is accepted with him.” Acts 
x. 34, 35. So by the means here before 

1 mentioned, 
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mentioned, our redemption comes to be com- 
plete ſalvation to us: this alſo is the cup 
of ſalvation which is offered ; whoſoever 
drinketh not of this cup cannot be healed; 
but the man that hath theſe things, hath 
Chriſt; and the ſame can truly ſay, I am my 


beloved's, and my beloved is mine. 


_ 


C4 AMV; cc 
Shewing a Remedy againſt Sin. 
URE and holy is the Almighty God, 


who hath no pleaſure in wickedneſs, 
neither ſhall evil abide with him, who hateth 
all the workers of iniquity. Pſal. v. 4. 
e Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord? 
and who ſhall ſtand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart.“ Pſal. 
XXIV. 3, 4 ; 

Therefore he calls for purity, ſervice, oh 
dience, from his people; affording them 
ability to perform that which he requireth at 
their hands; who 1s making his children new 
creatures, by purifying of, and deſtroying in 
them the work of the enemy, which 1s fin, 
even the only cauſe of ſeparation between 
mankind and their Creator, 


But 
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But there are many that love fin, and de- 
iight to live in it, and do not ſeek help from 
God to overcome it. Some others would 
fight with it in their own ſtrength, and ſo 
fail of overcoming it: therefore the greateſt 
part fall into one judgment ; that there 1s 
no victory to be had over fin; but that the 
faints and true people of God muſt be ſinners 
all the days of their lives: but this is no 
evangelical doctrine, but the evidence of ſin- 
ners: they likewiſe fay, that the works of the 
ſaints are ſin. ME ee FO. 

But it belongs to us here, in the firſt 
place, ſeriouſly to conſider what is ſin, and 
from what root, ſpirit, and nature it ſprings, 
and is brought forth: muſt not ſin be ſome 
evil? If it is not evil, how can it be called 
ſin? But if it is an evil, it muſt ſpring from 
an evil root, ſpirit and nature, and is in ſome 
meaſure, the fruits of the devil's kingdom, 
which are all unacceptable to God. 

What then muſt we think of this doctrine? 
to wit, that the beſt work of the ſaints and 
people of God, are ſin: by this, their beſt 
deeds; muſt. be evil; this is a doctrine un- 
ſcriptural, ſenſual, dark and hurtful. They 
throw dirt on the goſpel, to defile the work 
of God, and the heavenly fruits of his king- 
dom, which ſprung out through his ſaints, 
prophets and apoſtles, and all the godly, and 
thoſe. that were grafted in the vine, to wit, 
Chriſt; and their words and actions ſpringing 
| S from 
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from the root and ſpirit of divine nature; ſo 
that their waters were clean, iſſuing out of 
the rock where there is no impurity. 

But it is poſſible they will confeſs, that 
the words and works of the prophets and 
apoſtles, and holy men of old, did proceed 
from the Spirit of God, and pure root: and 
if they will acknowledge, that when I ſhall 
ſay, 1s not God the ſame to his people? Is 
not Chriſt the ſame, the Rock of Ages? The 
water out of the rock is the ſame; the vine 
and the ſap thereof is the ſame, and the ſame 
Spirit to lead into all truth, which is to be 
with the followers of Chriſt to the end of 
the world: alfo Chriſt's ſheep are the ſame, 
and the ſame ſhepherd they follow. The 
ſame God teacheth his people himſelf under 
the new covenant, and 1s to be with them to 
the end; that they may know him from the 
then to the greateſt, a God and teacher to 
them. Jer. xxxi. 34. 

Therefore 1 demand, Show can the beſt 
works of the ſaints be fin, ſince they muſt 
ſpring out of the "or rock and ſame foun- 
tarn ? But perhaps ſome may ſay, all the 
things of God are good in themſelves, but 
we are corrupt, and our veſſels turn the taſte 
of the good things poured thereinto, and 
make them corrupt and ſinful. This may be 
granted, as to the old dirty veſſels, the un- 
regenerated men, who are yet in the ſtate of 
nature, without "" born again; but Chriſt 

makes 
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makes his ſaints and followers veſſels fit to 
receive and „ the new wine of the king- 
dom of God; for ſaid he, © No man putteth 
new wine into old bottles: elſe the new wine 
doth burſt the bottles, and the wine is ſpilled, 
and the bottles will be marred; but new wine 

muſt be put into new bottles.” Mark ii. 22. 
But of a truth, thoſe that plead for ſin 
(which is the devil's ſervice and the fruits of 
his kingdom). muſt drop their anchor in his 
doctrine, which doctrine hath darkened the 
chriſtian world, and made drunk the inhabi- 
rants of the earth, by making them believe, 
that the Spirit of God in theſe days, doth-not 
lead the children of God; and that Chriſt is 
not in his ſaints, nor have they his ſpirit ; 
and that it will not avail people to wait for 
the knowledge of Chriſt in themſelves, a life 
ro quicken them, and a light to- enlighten 
them, a leader to guide them into all truth, 
nor a fountain to waſh and refreſh their ſouls; 
therefore here is no help for people, but ro 
live in fin all the days of their lives. 

The end and deſign of the devil, by this: 
doctrine or ſermon, is to waſh Chriſtians away 
from off the earth, and to ſhut out. Chriſt 
and his kingdom, and reign and: govern-- 
ment, from amongſt and out of the hearts of 
people, that ſo he may ſet up himſelf, and 
eſtabliſh his own dark kingdom, reign and 
government, in the hearts of people. And: 
indeed he has carried on his work to a, large 


C 5. degree,, 


holy place. 
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degree, in the night of darkneſs which he 
brought in over the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


by making them ſtrangers to Chriſt, and to 
his work in their own ſouls ; teaching them 
to dig wells for dead waters; deſpiſing and 
neglecting the fountain of living waters, and 
ſowing among them all manner of falſe doc- 
trine; making them believe that they mult 
ſerve him (that 1s, Satan) and live in fin all 


the days of their lives, promiſing them hea- 
ven after death. 


So ſome will alledge, that it is the will of 


.God, that ſin remain in the ſaints, to ke 
them humble: this is not only unſcriptural, 
but clear contrary to the nature of God, and 
againſt all good reaſon; for ſin is the only 
thing that maketh ſeparation between men and 


their Creator; and God through all the ſcrip- 
tures calls his people out of ſin, to holinels, 


perfection, cleanneſs of hands, and purity of 


heart, ae. / may ſtand with him in his 


So the nature of God is pure and holy, 
hating all manner of iniquity, fin and tranſ- 
greſſion, which cannot dwell with him. How 


then is it that God deſireth that fin ſhould 
dwell with him in his ſaints? Is it not the 


will of God to ſanctify his people? 1 Theſ. 


iv. 3. But the will of the devil is to keep 


people ſinners, wifilſt they are upon the 
earth, for every fin is ſome degree of ſervice 
to him, and inclines to pleaſe him; and fo 
„ | far 
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far it is againſt God, and tends to make him 
angry and diſpleaſed. But is it not a great 
miſtake, that is, to take the will of the devil, 
inſtead of the will of God? ö 

Theſe do manifeſt themſelves to be ſtran- 
gers to God and his divine nature, who is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity; and 
where God dwells, his preſence is a conſum- 
ing fire to deſtroy all the droſs and filth: for 


he ſits as a refiner of ſilver. in the hearts of 


his ſaints, to purify and to waſh them from 
all fin. And the debate is not, that fin is in 
me, or that fin is in thee; but the cauſe of 
It 1s, for want of Chriſt's having his, perfect 


work. in us, whoſe blood cleanſeth from all- 


ſin... 


ſaints that fin be in them, to keep them low 
and humble: this is but ignorance, for it is 
contrary. to all reaſon: that fins make people 
fit for the kingdom of God; and it 1s a poor 
defence, .to put one fin to help out of another 
ſin. But ſurely it is the circumciſing Spirit 
of Chriſt, that teaches his people to deny 
themſelves; and bear the croſs. And the 


nearer they are to his Spirit and nature of 


Chriſt in themſelves, the more bumble they 
are, the more mild, the leſſer in their own 
ſight, to do an thing of themſelves; for 
they know it wil not avail them to ſtrive In 
their own ſtrength againſt the power of ini- 
quity to break off their ſins, without they 
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But when they ſay, It is neceſſary for the 
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- have Chriſt with them a preſent help, and be 
clothed with his Spirit and heavenly armour, 
that they may withſtand the ſnares of the 
devil. 

And as they are taught by Chriſt, who ſaid, 
© Take my / yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
fer I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
ſhall find reſt to your fouls.” Mat. xi. 29. 
So he teacheth his Clad to walk humbly, 
denying themſelves, making them little and 

low in their own eyes. But fin and Satan 
make or teach people to be proud, to be high 
and lofty in their own ſight, great and better 
than any body elſe. 

Again, where they ſay, The ſaints and 
true children and people of God daily ſin in 
thought, word and deed; it would be well 
for ſuch to confider what hope, what pro- 
miſes, what ſecurity they have, that they are 
God's children, further than they preſume to 
call themſelves ſo. How can theſe think 
they love God, or gain his love to their 
ſouls, while they are daily finning againft 
him, in thought, word and deed ? For where 
fin daily breaks out in word and deed, that 
man always ſerves the devil, and he cannot 
love God, nor keep his commandments, be- 
cauſe none can ſerve God and mammon. 
Chriſt ſaid, * If ye love me, keep. my com- 
mandments. He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me ſhall be —_ 
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of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifeſt myſelf to him.” John xiv. 15. 21. 
We ſee here the mark which Chrift put on 


his ſheep: ſo it is life eternal to know him and 
hear his voice, follow him, love him and keep 


his commandments; and the man that comes 


to know theſe things to be carried on in his 


heart, he comes to have aſſurance of his in- 
heritance, Was not this the hope the ſaints - 
had in the primitive church? as John the be- 


loved diſciple ſaid, “ Hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep his command- 
ments. He that ſaith, I know him, and keep- 
eth not his commandments, 1s a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoſo keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the word of God per- 
feed. Hereby know we that we are in him.” 
1 John ii. 3, 4, 5. But how can a man think 
he is in God, or the love of God in him, or 
that he is his child or ſervant, while he ſer- 
veth Satan (the enemy of Chrift, and the 
enemy of all good) and ſinneth daily againſt 
the Lord in thought, word and deed ? 

And Chriſt ſaid again, „If a man love me 
he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.” John- xiv, 23. 
We ſee here from the truth's own mouth, that 
thoſe who love him muſt keep his word and 
commandments. Then there is a comforta- 


ble promiſe to ſuch a one, that he ſhall obtain 
the love of God to him, and that God and 
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Chriſt will come to abide with him in his 
heart; and when the Father and the Son 
come to dwell in the heart of the true Chriſ- 
tian, how can the devil have room there? 
He muſt turn out, becauſe a ſtronger than 
he hath taken poſſeſſion, and is come to 
govern the heart. r word 
Then the child of God comes to be led by 
the Spirit of God, who leads none to do evil, 
nor to ſin againſt him, but guides them to all 
truth, ſetting them at liberty from being 
ſervants to ſin. John vii. 32. Therefore they 
know they are of God, becauſe he hath given 
them of his Spirit, that works hatred m them 
| againſt all manner of wickedneſs, (which is 
the work of Satan) and teaches them to love 
God, and love one another, and deſire the 
good of all, engaging them to ſerve their\hea- 
venly Father, and keep his commandments. 
Therefore the apoſtle ſaid, He that keepeth 
his commandments, dwelleth in him, and:he in 
him. And hereby we know that he abideth in 
us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” 1 
John iii. 24. So the true children of God that 
are born of his Spirit, he abideth in them and 
they in him that is, in his Spirit, in his 
grace, in the undefiled condition, and pure 
nature of his heavenly Father. 
And while the true Chriſtian remains in his 
ſpiritual ſtate, his words and actions are be- 
gotten in that good condition and nature, 
and are carried forth by the leading of God's 
| f ＋— 
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5 Spirit, and of a truth, none of theſe are ſin, 
5 but theſe are the good fruits which every 
good tree and every branch of the vine are to 
bear, under the pain of being cut off; for 
| « a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. Either make the tree good, and his 
| fruit good: or elſe make the tree corrupt, 4 
and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is Known i 
by his fruit.” Mat. vii. 18. xii. 33. There- 43 
fore God's trees (that 1s, his children) bear 4 
good fruit. Ii 

What then? Is not here a fit place for the 
reader to inquire, Do not God's children fin - 
at all? or doth he cut them off when they 
ſin? Indeed it muſt be granted that the 
children ſometimes do ſin, and their Father 
doth not caſt them away: for to fin at ſome- 
times upon provocation, which comes ſur- 

priſingly, and to an unſavoury purpoſe ſud- 
denly breaking out in word, or action, this 
diſpleaſes the Father, and wounds their own 
conditions. But theſe are not the children's 
beſt works, but their worſt works; and in- 
deed there is great difference between this 
and ſinning daily in thought, word and action, 
and that their beſt works are ſin. 

For where are thoſe children, though they 
dwell in their Father's houſe, and in his ſer— 
vice, but at ſome time and in ſome things, 
they diſpleaſe their Father, and receive the 
reproof of inſtruction to make them the more 

careful 


x _” —_—T e . A. 


SA 
1 53 ] 


careful not to do ſo again? So the children 
of God learn daily of God, and they grow 
in grace, knowledge and ſpiritual gifts, and 
they go further and further from ſin, and 
nearer and nearer unto God, by witneſſin 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Son, to: cleanſe 
them from all ſin. 

But ſuch as do plead, and hold that the 
beſt works of the ſaints are fin, they endea- 
vour to come to the ſcriptures to verify their 
doctrine by bringing the words of the pro- 
phet Iſaiah, when he was praying for the 
ſons of Iſrael: and as it is common, when 
God's ſervants are praying for the congrega- 


tion, to put themſelves with them an inter- 


ceding for them, though they are yet fin- 


ners; or as thoſe people were, when they had 


departed from the Lord, therefore he com- 


plained, © We are all as an unclean thing, 


and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags; 
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our. iniqui- 
ties like the wind have taken us away.“ 


Iſa. Ixiv. 6. See here how theſe were fallen, 


and their iniquities had carried them away 
from the Lord. There is none that calleth 


upon thy name, that ſtirreth up himſelf to 


take hold of thee: for thou haſt hid thy face 
from us, and has conſumed us becauſe of 
our iniquities.“ Ver. 7. 

So their ſins diſpleaſed God, and made him 
hide his face from them and their righteouſ- 


neſs, which were as filthy as rags; and the 
: E Lord 
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Lord was weary with them, ſuch were their 
offerings and ſacrifices, their new moons and 
ſabbaths, their appointed feaſts and outward 
ceremonies, by which they thought that they 
pleaſed the Lord, heaping unto themſelves 
offerings without obedience, upon which he 
would not look, but rather weary of bearing 
them, and ' complaining againſt them, as 
may be ſeen by the ſame prophet, ſaying, 
« To what purpoſe is the multitude of 
your ſacrifices unto me? ſaith the Lord: 1 
am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and 
the fat of fed beaſts; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he 
goats, When ye come to appear before me, 
who hath required this at your hand, to tread 
my courts? Bring no more vain oblations; 
incenſe is an abomination unto me; the new 
moons and ſabbaths, the calling of aſſem- 
blies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, 
even the ſolemn meeting. Your new moons 
and your appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth: 
they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to 
bear them. And when ye ſpread forth your 


hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, 


when ye make many prayers, I will not 
hear: your hands are full of blood.“ Ifa. i. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

Are not theſe the righteouſneſſes which 
were, and are in the ſight of the Lord as 
filthy rags, abominable and unſavoury, upon 
whom he does not look? Thoſe people in- 
tended to pleaſe the Lord with their traditions 


and 


1 54 J 


and outward ceremonies, which they ac- 
counted ſervice to him, and their duties to 
perform but becauſe they were a ſinful gene- 
ration, a people laden with We and had 
backſlidden, and rel uſed the Lord, an dgrieved 
the holy One of Iſrael; therefore, the Lord 
did not look favourably upon, nor accept of 
their offerings, but rather hated them, and 
was weary to bear them. 

And though theſe were their beſt works, 
and the righteouſneſſes which they truſted in, 
yet none of them were acceptable with God: 
therefore he hid his face from thoſe people, 
for that their iniquities had carried them away 
from him, to. rebel againſt him, and to dil- 
pleaſe him daily; ſo when they prayed much, 
he. did not hearken unto them; for. thei 
hearts. were. evil, and their hands full of 

blood: but what are theſe righteouſneſſes to 

be likened to the ee of Chriſt, 
who juſtifies his followers under the new c0- 
venant, by waſhing, cleanſing, purifying and 
ſanctifying of them by his grace and Spirit, 
and fitting them to ſerve God in newneſs of 
life ? alſo, What are the beſt works of the 
children of the new birth, ſheep, and lambs 
of Chriſt, branches of the true vine, which 
bear ſpiritual fruit, ſpringing from the ſweet 
root, pure and uncorrupted, ſuch as Chriſt by 
his Spirit leads into all truth? 

But they have another objection which they 
think i is 6 and impoſũible to anſwer, ha 
"3. hs 


ts 


that from the words of the apoſtle John, 
who ſpoke the moſt and the cleareſt of all the 
ſaints (whoſe teſtimonies we have) againſt (in, 
« If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us.” 1 John 
i. 8. But what of that? Did not the apoſtle 
in this place put himſelf among others, even 
all the who had received the chriſtian faith? 
and it 1s very poſlible that divers of them 
were young and weak, and did not know 


their ſins, nor were not come to acknowledge 


them: therefore he ſaid, „If we confeſs our 
ſins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs.” 1 John 1-9. | 13 |; 

So the deſign of the apoſtle was to bring 
them to confeſs their ſins by repentance, that 
the Lord might forgive them, and cleanſe them 
therefrom, and not live therein all their days; 
as he ſaid before,“ If we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with 
another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, 
cleanſeth us from all ſin.” Verſ. 7. So he was 
tor haying them waſhed, cleanſed, and puri- 


fied and ſanctified. Therefore I cannot ſee 


any reafon to grant John, the beloved dif. 
ciple, to be a ſinner, any more than James 


was a curſer, notwithſtanding he did put him- 


ſelf among others, when he ſpoke concerning 
the tongues, * Therewith bleſs we God, even 
the Father; and therewith curſe. we men, 
which are made after the ſimilitude of God. 

Out 
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Out of the ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing 
and curſing. My brethren, theſe things ought 
not ſo to be.” Jam. iii. 9, 10. 

Therefore who can think otherwiſe, but 
James was clear of that fin which he was 
Judgingan his brethren? and without doubt 
John was waſhed and cleanſed from his fins, 
though they, unto whom he wrote, were not 
then thoroughly purged ; ſome in a large de- 
oree cleanſed, others in a leſs mealure, ſome 
being young and weak, beginning their pil 
grimage; therefore he ſaid, the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us. So he goes on in 
the ſecond chapter, My little children, theſe 
things write I unto you, that ye fin not, and 
if any man ſin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous.” 1 John 
* 5 

We may ſee here, what wrong uſe people 
make of John's words, that he wrote to his 
friends, to perſuade them againſt ſinning, 
which theſe take for an occaſion to live in 
fin, and plead for it; but if any through 
temptation ſinned, he hath ſhewed them the 
help and preſervation which they might have; 
even to walk in the light, that the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt cleanſe them from all ſin ; ſo he 
goes on, Whoſoever commiteth ſin, tranl- 
greſſeth alſo the law: for ſin is the tranſgrel- 
lion of the law.” 1 John iii. 4. By this it is 
plain, and who can deny that ſin breaks not 


the law of God that he writes in the hearts 


FW 


of 


( 57 J 
i» | of his people; which every true Chriſtian is 
10 bound to keep and perform, under the penalty ; 
of being cut off, 43 
« And ye know, that he was manifeſted to ; 
take away our fins: and in him is no fin.” 


de Verf. 5. So that this is the end of Chriſt's 
„appearance in the fleſh, and alſo, by his Spirit bi 
„ in the hearts of his people, even to take | 


away their fins, and deliver them therefrom, 
and to make them in their meaſures to be 
L. like himſelf, in whom there is no fin. 

Again, Whoſoever abideth in him, ſin- 
neth not: whoſoever ſinneth hath not ſeen 
ſe him, neither known him.” Ver. 6. That is, 
4 W whilſt a man abides in the Spirit of Chriſt, 
e even in the good condition and nature, he 
ſinneth not; but thoſe that are contenting 
themſelves to abide daily in ſin, theſe do not 
je know, nor come unto him, who is to waſh 
is W them: © Little children, let no man decei ve 
K you: he that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, 
even as he is righteous,” Ver. 7: < He that 
h committeth fin, is of the devil; for the devil 
je ſinneth from the beginning. For this purpoſe, 
.. the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
f W deſtroy the works of the devil.” Ver. 8. 


ie So as Satan ſinneth daily from his begin- 
- ning to his end, and the people that do ſo, 
are like him, to whom they are ſervants and 


is ſubjects; but the work of Chriſt is to deſtroy 
this works, and to ſet people free from his 
s & priſons and ſervitude, © Whoſoever is born 
ff | of 


1 


of God, doth not commit ſin; for his ſeed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot fin becauſe 
he is born of God,” Ver. g. 

So every true Chriſtian is in ſome meaſure 
born of God, and the ſeed of God remains in 
him, and he 1 in God; and whilit a man re- 
maineth in him, he cannot fin, as Chriſt him- 


ſelf * cc He that doth truth cometh to the 


light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt, 
that they are wrought in God.“ John iii, 21, 
And the works that are wrought in God, they 
are all pure; for no evil can be brought 
forth in him; therefore a Chriſtian in the 
ſpirit, and in che Dower and nature of God, 
cannot fin, 

But inüſmuch as there are man of ſeveral 
different opinions, and all ſocieties in general, 
conclude themſelves the true church, and 
every body elſe in darkneſs and error; and 
that the ordinances and traditions of (their) 
church only, is the true ſervice and duties 
which pleaſe God, therefore they are ready 
to, ſay, Becauſe we the ſaints and people of 

d do fail of getting victory over fin, it is 
vain for all others to ſpeak of perfection. 

And fome are fo bold and ſhameleſs, as 
to ſay, none were ever perfect upon earth, 
Thoſe do inconſiderately give God the lie, 
who ſaid concerning Job, that he was a per- 
fect man. And if Job was perfect, as with- 


out doubt he was, and divers others, before 


Chriſt came in the fleſh, how much more 
therefore 
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4d Þ therefore doth the God of heaven call for and 
ſe expect perfection under the new covenant, 
when he pours forth of his Spirit more plen- 
re J tifolly into the hearts of his people, and 
in writes his law there? 
» How then is perfection become impoſſible 
vonder the new covenant ? Shall we ſay, that 
ge Chriſt lays upon his followers burthens im- 
t, poſſible for then to bear, who ſaid, “My 
1. yoke is eaſy, and my burthen is light, „ Mat. 
i. 30. So he coſnmanded them, “ Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your F ather which 
je is in heaven is perfect.“ Mar. v. 48. So that 
perfection is poſſible for the children of God 
to attain in this life, “ Becauſe greater is he 
1 MW thar is in you, than he that is in the world. 4 
„ 1 John iv. 4. 
d Greater and gronger i is the power of God, 
d who helps his children and people to over- 
) come all fin and iniquity, and to give them 


ability to follow and ſerve him in obedience, 
y perfection, ſanctification and cleanneſs of 
hands, than is the power of the devil, who 
s leads and brings his followers into fin and 
| iniquity. 8 | 
8 But people by pleading for ſin, that they 
. mult remain in it (which is the enemy's work, 


, and the fleſh*s luſt, whereby they rebel againſt | 
- 8 God, and fin againſt their own. fouls) they 
1 clearly deny the covenant, whick they came 
under at their baptiſm; where the man pro- 
mileth to deny the n and all his works, 


the 
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the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, 
and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, and keep 
God's holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the days of his life. 

Is not this the higheſt degree of perfection 
that any ſpeak 1 4 and for the confirmation 
of the matter, the man ſays, By God's help 
Iwill do ſo: through his help, it is poſſible 
for thee ; but without that, it is impoſſible; 
But why doth thy faith now fail, and the 
hope of gaining the battle againſt the enemy 
of thy ſoul, come to an end? Art thou 
doubring that God cannot help thee to keep 
his commandments, and to deny the devil, 
and thy worldly luſts? Indeed the tender and 
merciful Father puts no commandments nor 
burdens upon his children, or ſervants, but 
what they can eaſily perform by taking his 
help, for he will do the work in them, which 
they cannot do, nor no other, but he alone. 

Doſt thou not ſay in thy Catechiſm, that 
the inward ſpiritual grace, 1s a death unto 
ſin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs? O 
that people would keep to the true principles, 
and earneſtly ſeek grace from God to break 
off, and ſlay their fins. But becauſe the 
profeſſors in this age, do not know Chriſt 
through the Spirit of his grace, and divine 
authority, to fit upon his throne in their 
hearts, to judge ſin to death, therefore fleſh 
fits on the judgment ſeat, and faves ſin and 
pleads for it. 


But 
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But when man comes to hearken to his 
conſcience, he. will feel that fin breaks his 
peace, and the ſame witneſs is within inform- 
ing of him, that the grace of God is able to 
help him to forſake all fin and wickedneſs ; 
This good belief the poet had, who ſaid by 


way of prayer: 


v Rwi'n bwriadu, rbag di gas, 
Ond cael dy Ras i'm helpu, 
Lle bu'm i yn pechu am gwar yn Syth, 
Na wnelw yf byth ond hynny. 


M's gallai ddim o'm rhan ſybun 
Ond fel y Mechyn eil-waith, 
Ymaroi'n y dom, Duw gwared fi, 

O bob drygioni Diffaith. 


{I do intend, thro' awful dread, 
If with thy grace thou'lt me reſtore, 
Where I ſtiff-neck'd have ſinn'd, to tread 
Thoſe paths of wickedneſs no more. 


But of myſelf, no good I do, 
Swine-like, my feet return to mire ; 
God cleanſe my heart thy ways to view, 

That from foul fins, I may retire. 


So . this man believed, if he had God's 
grace to help him, it was poſſible for him to 
overcome lin, and forbear committing ini- 
quity again; and likewiſe he could do no- 
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thing of himſelf but backſlide daily, unleſs 
the Lord would deliver him out of all wick- 
edneſs. | 

But there are ſome people that ſeem reli- 
gious, by ſetting themſelves at work to lop 
the tree of iniquity, endeavouring to cut away 
the branches as they grow: this is the hope- 
leſs labour and ſtriving which they eſteem 
profitable for them to be at all their days, and 
leave the tree alive, and to bear branches, 
that they may be daily employed to lop them, 

What then? Do they think if the tree dies, 
that they have no more to do toward the 
work of their ſalvation ? But of a truth, the 
ſalvation of the ſoul, is to know the inward 
ſpiritual grace to mortify the tree, by killing 
the root of it, ſo there may be room for the 
tree of life, even the truth, Chriſt within, to 
grow in the ſoul, and to bring forth his own 
good fruits. 2 | 

Therefore let every true chriſtian lay down 
his own axe, and pray to God for grace to 
mortify and ſlay all his ſinful luſts, and to 
give him victory over the devil, and all his 
temptations, fin and iniquity ; but I believe 
that ſome people have ſought help from God 
againſt all iniquity. and ſinful luſts, and that 
he heard them, and diſtributed unto them a 
meaſure of his grace and Spirit, ſo that their 
words and actions, in degree, rung from 
the Spirit of God, and from a good ſtate and 


condition. 9 
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But for all that, their principles oblige them 


to account all their actions (let them be bad or 
good) altogether ſin; and in that they wrong 


the Lord, and injure themſelves; becauſe their 
rudiments do not allow them to make a dif- 
ference between bad and good, and become 


as the mouth of the Lord: For when a child 


of God offends, he ſoon knows chaſtiſement 
from his Father, as a cloud coming over him, 
with guilt and trouble, becauſe his Father 
hides his face; but when he does well, his 
Father ſmiles upon him, rewarding him with 
conſolation and joy, and ſpeaking peace to 
him; ſo the child knows that it was not ſin 
he committed at that time. 


3 


— 


— 


CHAP. v. 
Concerning Baptiſin. 


HRIST ſaid to Nicodemus, “ Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God;” for God is a ſpirit, therefore the 
children of God muſt be born of the Spirit; 


That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh; and 


that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit. 


Marvel not that I ſaid unto thee, Ye muſt be 


born again,” John iii. 3. 6, 7. 
| 2 But 
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But this is the birth which people, in a 
ſtate of nature, cannot know, or compre- 
hend, no more than Nicodemus, until the 
Lord begins to work in their own ſouls. For 
by ſpiritual means, God works the new birth 
in the hearts of his people. Yea, as he is 
the eternal word, - ſo he is a fire and a ham- 
- mer to break and open the hard hearts, and 
to mollify them. He is alſo the fountain of. 
living waters, which people reject; and the 
virtue of that water, is to waſh and to heal. 
But theſe things the natural man cannot 
comprehend, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned. And fleſh has no room to ſet itſelf 
at work. Therefore unconverted people 
muſt have all things carnal and outward, 
that fleſh and blood may comprehend them, 
and with conjectures and human reaſon, de- 
bate and labour in them. 
But the Lord, in condeſcenſion to his own 
people, the children of Iſrael, delivered to 
them divers ordinances and uſages, to wit, 
waſhings, purification, offerings and ſacrifices, 
which were outward things, to ſignify the 
ſubſtance, which was to be revealed in the 
fulneſs of time. And thoſe ſhadows and 
ſigns, were to remain to the reſtoration, that 
is, till Chriſt came to ſet up a more ſubſtan- 
tial and ſpiritual miniſtry and worſhip: and 
their waſhings went under the name of bap- 


tiſm. 
But 


MA 


| Y 
a Bot next after all thoſe ſigns and ſhadows, 1 
- the Lord, for preparing the way to Chriſt, F. 
e ſent John to baptize the people in Jordan, I 
r confeſſing their ſins,; and then John ſaid, | 
h « L indeed baptize you with water unto re- 9 
8 pentance: but he that cometh after me is 9 
mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy 3 
1 to bear: he ſhall baptize you with the Holy q 


ft. W Ghoſt and with fire.” Mat. iii. 11. 

So there was a difference between the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, and the baptiſm of John, be- ; 
cauſe they were not of one nature, nor of one ; 
matter. For the one baptized with outward 4 
water, and the other baptized with the Holy A 
Ghoſt and with ſpiritual fire; the one waſhed 4 

the body, the other waſhed the ſoul. So 
Chriſt commanded his diſciples, © Thar they 
ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but wait 
for the promiſe of the Father, which, faith 2 
he, ye have heard of me: For John truly g 

: 
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baptized with water; but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt not many days hence.” 
Acts i. 4, 5 | 
Theſe two teſtimonies do well agree with 
each other, and both make the baptiſm f 1 
Chriſt, and the baptiſm of John, to be two ay 
baptiſms. The baptiſm of John was an out- 
ward ſhadow ſignifying, but the baptiſm of ; 
Chriſt was the ſubſtance, and ſaving. The 1 
baptiſm of John and his miniſtry, ſtood only 4 
in force at the time when Chriſt walked upon is 
the earth ; therefore Chriſt went to his bap- 4 
K D 3 tiſm 
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| bered I the word of the Lord, how that he 
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tiſm for the fulfilling of his miniſtry; but 
John endeavoured to hinder him, ſaying, «I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt 
thou ta me? And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto 
him, Suffer it to be ſo now: for thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Then 


he ſuffered him.“ Mat. iii. 14, 15. 
And as John and his miniſtry and baptiſm 


was to decreaſe, and paſs by, ſo Chriſt and 
his baptiſm and miniſtry was to increaſe, and 
to be ſet up, and ſtand to the end. So that 
the baptiſm of Chriſt. was the only baptiſm, 
which die and doth deliver and ſave the ſoul; 
therefore the apoſtle ſaid, One Lord, one 
faith, one baptiſm,” Eph. iv. 5. And ſince 
there was but one baptiſm to remain, no 
more than one Lord, and one faith, and one 


God, doubtleſs it is, that Chriſt's beptiſm | 


was that one baptiſm, 

But Jeſus ſuffereth his diſciples to baptize 
ah water, to accompliſh John's admini- 
ſtration until the time came to baptize with 
the Holy Spirit; and as the diſciples loved 
John, and eſteemed his adminiſtration, and 
being natural to it by the Jewiſh ordinances, 
ſo they made ule thereof in their freedom 
among thoſe that believed; but they knew 


it was not the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, as 


Peter obſerved, when he preached at the 
houſe of Cornelius, and the Holy Ghoſt fell 
upon the people; ſaying, © Then remem- 


aid, 


[ & 7 


at B faid, John indeed baptized with water; but 
1 ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt.” - 
ſt Acts xi. 16. 
0 But when darkneſs came in among the 
8 Chriſtians, and they loſt ſight of Chriſt with- 
| in, and the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, then 18 
there was nothing but extolling the ſign in- $ 
ſtead of the ſubſtance, and ſet it up as the 1 
horn of ſalvation, and gave. it a great name q 
in the church, accounting it to be the means i 
by which man is made a Chriſtian. But ſome . 
uſe the way of water-baptiſm as the apoſtles * M 
did, without depending thereon, but to ful- 4 
fil it, becauſe they think it their incumbent 
duty: I do not judge ſuch. | 
But the hurt is, when people ſet up ſome 
outward tradition, depending upon it for 
ſalvation, their zeal goes much for it, and 
the more their zeal is, the more they make 
it their idol, and then they cannot bear fo 
much as. to aſk from whence it came, and 
| what ſcripture is for it. There is in this 
dark zeal, gall, blood and revenge; and 
| ſuch zeal as this, has been the cauſe for the 
martyrs of Jeſus, frequently to loſe their 
blood; becauſe the meſſage of the ambaſſa- 
dors which God ſent, was to bear teſtimony 
againſt all manner of idols. ; 
And when Chriſtians came to be fully per- 
ſuaded, that water-baptiſm was neceſſary to 
ſalvation, they judged it needful to baptize 
little children, leſt they ſhould die before 
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they had baptiſm, and be damned: but when 
they ſaw it was hurtful for little children to 
be dipt over head in water, then they in- 
vented another way to baptize, which is cor- 
rupt and unſcriptural. 

And although the Proteſtants have teſtified, 
that water-baptiſm was not neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, and as the friendly and convderas 
people of the church of England will ac- 
knowledge, that water-baptiſm does nothing 
for the ſoul, yet the ſame, in the like cor- 
rupt way, has crept in among them from the 
church of Rome ſo far, that the dark people 
amongſt the Proteſtants are of the ſame tone 
as the Papiſts: Oh! Oh! the holy baptiſm: 
Oh! make the man a Chriſtian; ſo that when 
a child 1s born into the world, they muſt 
make haſte to go with him (as they lay) to 
make him a Chriſtian. 

Now therefore, O thou 8 man, 


canſt thou bear us to take a view of, and 


handle this matter a little, to ſee if there is 
life in it, and ſee how far it is agreeable with 
the ſcriptures, They ſay, that Chirſt or- 
dained two ſacraments in his church, when 
we do not read that Chriſt ever ſpoke of a 
ſacrament ; nor 1s there any ſuch word as ſa- 
crament in all the ſcripture: but they ſay, 
the thing does not confiſt in the name, but 
what we mean by this ſacrament, is baptiſm ; 


What then? Is this the way of baptiſm which 
we now ſpeak of, more agreeable to the 
ſeriptures, 
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ſcriptures, than the word ſacrament ? that is 
not yet made out, 

Again, they will ſay, We are all by nature 
born children of wrath, and by baptiſm are 
made children of grace; I utterly deny that 
little children new-born, are children of 
wrath; and alſo, that by ſuch baptiſm (which 


ve are ſpeaking of) any are made children 


of grace. Are not new-born children with- 


out fin? truly before fin came, God looked 


on all that he had made, and the ſame was 
good in his fight : but they ſay when Adam 
tranſgreſſed, he brought in ſin upon all his 
offspring, and they are partakers of his tranſ- 
greſſion, and that the children of Adam are 
by nature become ſinners. That is granted, 
but that they are born children of wrath, and 
that God imputeth fin to them before they 
do fin, that is denied. : 

For the apoſtle ſaid, «© Where no law is, 
there is no tranſgreſſion.“ Rom. iv. 13. Since 
that the ſtates of new-born children do not 
apprehend, nor can they reach to come at 
any law, therefore iniquity 1s not laid to their 
charge, For ſin is not imputed where there 
is no law.” Rom. v. 13. So when there is 
neither tranſgreſſion nor fin, how can we 
think there is damnation; but thoſe that hold 
forth the damnation of little children, they 
imagine they have a foundation for it from 
the words of the prophet, who ſaid, “ I was 
ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 
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conceive me.” Pſal. li. g. Is not this fin 
rather to be imputed to the parents than the 
child ? for he doth not ſay, My mother con- 
ceived me a ſinner; but © In fin did my mo- 
ther conceive me.“ | 
And the ſcripture ſaith, © The ſoul that 
ſinneth it ſhall die. The ſon ſhall not bear the 
iniquity of the father, neither ſhal] the fa- 
ther bear the iniquity of the ſon.” Ezek. 
- Xvili, 20. But for the iniquity the man 
himſelf commits, he ſhall die. O, I would 
think that Chriſt's own words are ſufficient 
to give ſatisfaction to every conſiderate and 
impartial man, and put this controverſy out 
of all doubt, who extolleth the ſtate of little 
children, ſaying to his diſciples, “ Except 
ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Mat. xvili. 3. Wi 
We may ſee here, how Chriſt owns the 
ſtate of little chidren above the ſtates of his 
diſciples, when they inquired who ſhould 
be the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven, 
And he having called unto him a little child, 
and ſetting him in the midſt of them, he fur- 
ther ſaid, «© Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble 
himſelf, as this little child, the ſame is the 
greateſt in the kingdom of heaven. Take heed 
that ye deſpiſe. not one of theſe little ones : 
for I {ay unto you, That in heaven their an- 
gels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven.“ Here is the . 
5 0 


12 


of the King, who knows better than men, 
who is fit to enter into his kingdom. 

He alſo is the door of the ſheep, and he 
knoweth his own, and thoſe that go in by 
him. If any be ſo ignorant, to think that 
thoſe children whom Chriſt ſo much owned, 
were baptized, there was no baptizing of 
little children in thoſe times; and there is no 
cauſe to think, that the condition of little 
children is worſe now, than in thoſe times: 
ſo the commandment of Chriſt was, Take _ 
heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
ones,” whoſe angels behold God's face. 

But dark people take little notice of what 
Chriſt ſaid ; but the rudiments which they 
have received by tradition, from the leaders 
of their churches, thoſe they believe, and 
will have to be truth: therefore they are not 
afraid to diſeſteem the ſtate of little children, 
who are newly come into the world, from 
under the hand of their perfect Creator, 
who made all things good, and according to 
his own pleaſure ; but they reckon the child 
a Jew, or ſome unacceptable ſtranger, till 
they go with him to the. prieſt, to be 
made (as they judge) a Chriſtian, and ac- 
ceptable. 

And if the child dies before he be baptized, 
they eſteem it not fit to bury him like a 
Chriſtian, after the order of the church; but 
when the child hath been under the prieſt's 
hands, if he happen to die before he ſinneth, 
ther: is no doubt of his ſalyation ; What 
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then ſhall be thought of theſe things? did 
not God know how, or was he not able to 
make the child according to his own mind ? 
but the prieſt does know how, and is able to 
make him according to the Lord's mind; ſo 
that 'tis time to go with the child to the 
rieſt, where ſureties muſt be had, to engage 
for him: farſt, © That he ſhould deny the devil, 
and all his works, the pomp and vanity of 
this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of 
the fleſh.* Secondly, © That he ſhould believe 
all the points of the chriſtian faith.“ Thirdly, 
© That he ſhould keep the bleſſed will of God, 
and his commandments, and walk in the 
ſame al! the days of his life. 
And although they themſelves judge that 


they are not able to perform theſe pro- 


miſes, yet it is eaſy to get thoſe ſureties; 


bur if they were bound by promiſes concern- 


ing things of this world, they would take 
more care before they became engaged, how 
they might perform their promiſes. 

So after having a little water, the prieſt 
goes And prays to God, that he would ſanctify 
that water, ſo that it may waſh away ſin; 


then the ſinful man goes to waſh the innocent 


from his ſins, But what is this good for? 
there is no reaſon, nor ſ{cripture, nor any 
proof, but part of the dead traditions of the 
Romiſh church, for ſuch a thing, | 
Then the prieſt calls the people to be wit- 


neſſes how that the ſame child is made a new 
creature, and that he 1s grafted into the body 


of 


. 


of the church of Chriſt, and ſo give thanks 
to God for the child, that he is born again 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and received to be his 
own child by adoption; and then they pro- 
feſs, that the child henceforth is made a 
member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. | 

But this is a great work, if it were but 
done indeed, where there is a neceſſity for a 
change, and a newneſs of life: but this may 
be allowed, to wit, that the child at firſt, is 
a member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, and that 
he is yet no worſe, nor in a ſtate to be made 
better: but if neither the people nor the 
prieſt know no better than theſe things, the 
Lord enlighten them, 

But I do believe, there are many of them 
know all this is but the uſe, cuſtom and tra- 
dition of the church, and therefore they do 
judge it a duty upon them to perform; but 
the tradition and outward TF uſtoms become 
corrupt in the uſing, as the Apoſtle Paul ſaid 
to the Coloſſians, ©* Wherefore if ye be dead 
with Chriſt from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, are ye 
ſubject to ordinances (which all are to periſh 
with the uſing,) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men? which things have indeed 
a ſhew of wiſdom in will-worſhip.” Col. 11. 
20. 22, 23. | | 

What then? is not this way of baptizing 
little children not only corrupt with the uſing, 

| but 
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but alſo formed in the dark, and ſet up after 
the commandments and doctrines of men, 
and carried on in will-worſhip, after the or- 
dinances and rudiments of this world, and 
not after Chriſt. 

Nov therefore, ſhall we conſider a little 
what neceſſity there is for outward water in 


the baptiſm? But thoſe that are for John's 


baptiſm, they have need of water ta, dip the 
people; but as many as come to Chriſt to be 
baptized by him, he baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghoſt. For the baptiſm of Chriſt, is the bap- 


tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, which is the ſub- 


ſtance: but the baptiſm of John (ch wit, 
water baptiſm) was the figure or ſhadow 
thereof. | | 

But there are many in theſe days, that 
would tie the baptiſm of Chriſt and John's 
baptiſm together, and make them one bap- 
tiſm; ſaying, The outward water, which is 


the ſhadow, is one part; and the ſpiritual 


grace within, is the other part, which is knit 
to it. Is not this way cunningly deviſed to 
beguile the ignorant of the ſalvation of their 
ſouls? for it muſt be believed, if they but 


receive or have the ſhadow, they alſo have the 


ſubſtance, even the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt, though they know not how, but only 
believe they are knit together. 

So of a truth, all this is but to pleaſe the 
fleſh, and ſelf-end of man, who hath been 
aſſerting that he had a part in-Chriſt, though 
he lived in the fleſh, where none can ret 
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r God, and in ſuch pomp wherein he cannot 
, receive the Spirit of truth: and where they 
. ſay, that the ſubſtance 1s tied to the ſhadow ; 
] the face of the preſent world 1s as clouds of 


witneſſes to the contrary, ſeeing that the life N 
and converſation of thouſands of thoſe who $ 


C 
1 profeſs Chriſt, and have been baptized with 9 
8 water, are worſe than the lives and conver- J 
e ſations of Turks, Indians, or Pagans, who 1 
e were not baptized with water. | [ 
/ By which we may ſee, that the ungodly 1 
- and irreligious profeſſors have not yet been 4 
. baptized into the baptiſm of Chriſt, which is 1 
6 the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, that clean- "| 
„ ſeth from dead works, and makes a man a 4 
BW new creature, to live a godly life; whereby 4 
t it is evident enough, that the baptiſm of | 
$ the Holy Ghoſt, and the baptiſm of water 1 
are two diſtinct things. 23 
$ So that it is poſſible for a natural man to 4 
| be baptized with water, and know nothing of 4 
t the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit; but the fol- 1 
) lowers of Chriſt are baptized by him with the 4 
r baptiſm of the Holy Spirit, without elemen- 3 
t tary water: and yet ſome will ſay, that the | 
e baptiſm of John was to. follow the baptiſm 1 
y of the Holy Spirit, becauſe the apoſtles bap- 4 
tied with water, and that Chriſt had given 4 
it them in command. | | 4 
0 That the apoſtles baptized with water, is 1 
n granted. But that Chriſt gave it them in | 
1 command, is not yet made out: but they | 
e are ready to ſay, Hath not Chriſt commanded 


5 


his 


5 


wi ; ESTI * 
- 


Ln 2 S * — — . - 
\ o - * 2 ww 4 3 1 % »w - + ex * RN TIO * 
„„ * XG 1 D. ere 3 38... _— =" -u 25 245 \ 
£3 '» a 5 4 4 9 5 * I" . r * * 
N „ — - 0 4 


* 


ITY 


- \ l o 1 »® 
— 7 n —_— 
r ek DES Ds Ig 
8 its. a ak ds ws n — — 


= 
- 5+ — — , 
Y% 7 


29 itt Ae 


_ ” - * 2 pal £ 
2. 8 i 


1 


his apoſtles? © Go ye therefore, teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Gholt,” Mat. xxviii. 19. But I would think, 
that inaſmuch as there is no mention of 
water, we have room to examine what one 
did Chriſt command. Was it his own bap- 


_ tiſm, which was the baptiſm of the Holy 


Ghoſt, or was it the baptiſm of John, which 
was water-baptiſm ? ? 

And inaſmuch as then was the very tins 
wherein the ſpiritual miniſtry of Chriſt was 
to be ſet up in authority, being taken from 
under the ſhadows and ſigns; that to baptize 
with the Holy Ghoſt, was the work of Chriſt, 
and that he at that time was to pour forth of 
his Spirit on his miniſters, toxſend them on 
his own work: what reaſon therefore will tell 
us, that he ſet his miniſters upon John's 
work (which was not but an outward ſhadow 
paſſing by) inſtead of ſending them on his 
own ſpiritual work, after he had filled them 
with his Spirit, and clothed them with power 
from on high, fit for pertorming that ſpiritual 


work. 


But the oppoſer will ſay, It was the work 


of Chriſt only to baptize with the Spirit, and 


the apoſtles could not do it, becauſe they 
were but men. It is true enough, that it is 
the work of Chriſt to baptize with the Holy 
Spirit: What then? was it impoſſible for 
Chriſt's ſervants to do any of his works, not- 


withſtanding they received of the Spirit of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, even the Holy Ghoſt, which did bap- 
tize? but without doubt the ſervants of 
Chriſt did his work, by his being co-working 
with them; for when they taught and 
preached where the Lord had ſent them, they 
were inſtruments in bis hand to do a great 
work; that is, to turn people from darkneſs 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto 


God, through his co- working to open the 


hearts of the people. 

And for this end Paul was ſent, and not to 
baptize with water; as we read, when the 
Lord was converting and calling him, he ſaid 
unto him, „“ Riſe, and ſtand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this pur- 
poſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs 
both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, 
and of thoſe things in the which I will appear 
to thee; delivering thee from the people, 
and from the Gentiles unto whom I now ſend 
thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power 


of Satan unto God, that they may receive 


forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 
them which are ſanctified, by faith that is in 
me.” Acts xxvi. 16, 17, 18. 

Let us therefore ſee the great work which 
Paul was ſent to labour in, which was the 


work of the ſalvation of the ſouls of people, 


and the thing he was employed about, even 
to turn them from darkneſs to- light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, to obtain 
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forgiveneſs of ſins, and a portion amongſt 


thoſe that are ſanctified. Here is the work 


of the new birth, even Chriſt's work upon 


the ſouls of men: here alſo is the baptiſm 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And as the apoſtle Paul was an inſtrument 
in the hand of the Lord, ſent upon this 


. work; ſo by preaching of the true goſpel, 


he performed the commandment, by bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Father, 
who 1s the ſtrong tower, and turning them 
unto him, who is the light, and baptizing 
them into the name of the Son, who is the 


Rock of Ages, Jeſus the Saviour, Chriſt the 
anointed, the fountain of living water; which 


water doth waſh away ſin and iniquity, that 
they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, by bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who ſanctifieth and giveth them faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | Fry fa ad 
So Paul taught the Gentiles, and they were 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt under his teſ- 
timony. After this manner was the com- 


-mandment fulfilled; * Go, teach all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, 


and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt.” And this 
apoſtle that was ſent to turn the nations, was 
not ſent to baptize with water, as he himſelf 


_ teſtified, when he ſaw that the Corinthians 
| were corrupted, by making a wrong uſe of 


water-baptiſm, and that contentions were 


among them ; and as it may be ſuppoſed, 


ſome 
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ſome ſaid, I am owned by the man that bap- 


tized me, and another, I am owned by the 


man that baptized me; which gave the apoſtle 
occaſion to ſay, I thank God that I baptized 
none of you but Criſpus and Gaius; leſt any 
ſhould ſay, that I had baptized in mine own 
name. And I baptized alſo the houſhold of 
Stephanas, beſides, I know not whether I 
baptized any other. For Chriſt ſent me not 
to baptize, but to preach the goſpel.” 
I Cor. 1. 14, I5, 16, 17. | | 

And inaſmuch as this was the apoſtle that 
was molt abſolutely ſent to teach and convert 
the nations, and was ſent not to baptize with 
water; and that commandment ſaid, © Go ye 
and teach all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt,” 
therefore it was not outward water that was 
here commanded to go with the teſtimonies 
of the apoſtles, but the living water and 
eternal word, which is the ſword of the 
Spirit, that 1s as a fire, and as a hammer, to 
break in pieces the hard hearts, 

Thus life and virtue went along with their 
preachings : therefore whether God works 
upon the hearts of people by inſtruments, 
or without inſtruments, the work is the Lord's; 
and ſuch as know this work to be carried on 
in their own ſouls, they ſee no neceſſity for 
ſigns and ſhadows, that were to paſs away, 
or to periſh with the uſing. So that God's 

| work 
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work upon the ſoul of man is the baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which makes a man a true 
Chriſtian, 5 


* 
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CHAP. VI. 


Concerning the Communion or Neuriſhment of 
the Soul. 


ORASMUCH as the work of God 
upon the ſouls of men, is the work of 
regeneration, and it belongs to every birth 
to have nouriſhment ſuitable to its condition 
and nature, fo it belongs to the children of 
the new birth, that are born of the Spirit, to 
have ſpiritual food to nouriſh their ſouls, as 
the natural body is fed with outward food: 
this ſpiritual food the children of Adam in 
the fall cannot know or apprehend, nor be 
partakers of, till the Lord in ſome meaſure 
lays hold on their hearts, and enlightens 
them, and lets them ſee their conditions, and 
makes them ſenſible of the neceſſity and want 
of their ſouls, and lets a man ſee how he is 
gone from home, as the prodigal ſon, into a 
far country, a ſtranger to his father's _— 
where 
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where is bread enough, and he ready to die 
for hunger: then the poor ſoul, having a 
fight of his condition, cries for his Father's 
houſe, becauſe he is got into a belief that 
there is. bread enough to feed his hungry 
ſoul, leſt he ſhould die for ever. 

So the ſoul that comes to hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, the promiſe is, © That 
ſuch fhall be filled.” Mat. v. 6. For the 
Lord prepares pleaſant dainties for the poor 
in ſpirit, that turns to him with his whole 
heart, and waits upon him in truth. So when 
a man comes to witneſs theſe things, he is in 
ſome degree to be counted a child of the 
new birth, becauſe he cries for food, and 
food belongs to him, and he is ready to open 
unto Chriſt, who knocks at the door, ſaying, 
« If any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will ſup with 
him, and he with me.” Rev. iii. 20. 

So that Chriſt 1s ready to communicate, 
and the hungry ſoul ready to receive nouriſh- 
ment; and this is the {upper that gives life, 
nutriment and growth to the ſouls of the 
children of the new birth : therefore what 
fort of ſuppers ſoever men may make without 
opening unto Chriſt, and receiving him into 
their hearts to ſup with him, their ſupper is 
not Chriſt's ſupper, nor of any benefit to 
their ſouls; for He is the bread of life 
which comes down from heaven, and gives 
life to the world.” Joha vi. 33. | 
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things; but he interpreted it to them, “It 
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This is the food which God communicates 
to his children, who are born of the immor- 
tal ſeed through his word, and have received 
the Holy Ghoſt to lead them into all truth; 
which conſolates and makes glad, and gives 


nouriſhment and increaſe to the afflicted and 
returning ſouls. Therefore Thoſe that have 


opened their hearts, and received Chriſt to 


take poſſeſſion, and govern in them with 
power, ſuch as theſe come to be grafted into 
the 'true vine, and their ſouls are fed with 
the fruit of the vine, which 1s the ſame thing 
as the bread of life which cometh down from 
heaven, that he who eateth thereof may live 
for ever. John vi. 51. | 

The fruit of this vine is alſo the ſpiritual 
wine, or living water, or heavenly blood, 
which the branches drink of; ſo that the 
ſpiritual birth may grow and increaſe, by 


feeding upon Chriſt, and dwelling in him, 
who ſaid, © My fleſh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed; he that eateth my 
. fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 


me, and I in him.” John vi. 55, 56. 


Let us ſee here, thoſe that feed on Chriſt, 


they dwell in him, and he in them. Not in 
his body, but in his Spirit, and his Spirit in 
them; and the unity and communion be- 
tween Chriſt and his followers, not in out- 
ward things, as he ſaid to his diſciples who 
were offended at the hearing of ſpiritual 
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„ 
is the Spirit that quickeneth; the fleſh pro- 
fiteth nothing: the words that I ſpeak unto 
you, they are ſpirit, and they are life.” 
John vi. 63. So they that dwell in the vine, 
the fruit and virtue of the vine is life and 
ſupport to them. | 
So he likewiſe ſaid, © As the living Father 
ſent me, and I live by the Father; fo he that 
eateth me, even he ſhall live by me,” And 
as the earthly part nouriſheth itſelf on earthly 
food, outward and periſhing, ſo the ſpiritual 


part is fed with ſpiritual food, even the hid- 


den manna, inviſible and eternal; and ſuch 
as feed upon it, know where they obtain it; 


not in any thing that is outward, but in a 


ſpiritual fellowſhip with the Father and with 


the Son Jeſus Chriſt, knowing their Saviour 
to be their Shepherd, to lead them into the 


fruitful paſtures, by the ſtill waters, out of 
the world in themſelves, and out of all car- 
nal reaſonings and conjectures of fleſh and 
blood. | | : 


He is alſo the daily bread, which is a ſup- 


port to the true Chriſtian, and the living 
ſoul cannot be one day without it, but he will 


feel a hunger, and it is not enough for him to 
receive outward bread and wine once a year, 


inſtead of life to his ſoul, and ſpiritual food, 


which comes down from heaven, day by day, 
to the hungry and thirſty ſouls of thoſe that- 
wait upon him: ſo the poor in ſpirit ſecretly 

receives 
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receives it, when there is none but he and 
the Lord. 

But ſuch as ſpend their money for that 
which is not bread, and their labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not, they come to the prieſt, 
to eat every one a bit of bread that periſheth, 
and every one a ſup of wine; and their prin- 


. Ciples oblige them to believe, that by taking 
ſo much, their ſouls are fed, though they 


know not how. O how eaſily do people ſuffer 
themſelves to be deceived concerning their 
ſoul's eternal life, which is to know the 
Father and the Son to dwell in the heart, and 
to have gained the man to love God, ſo as to 
be as meat and drink to do his will, "aa 

For to do the will of God is the only 
thing that makes up the peace, and works 
the unity and communion between the true 


_ Chriſtian and Chriſt the beloved of his ſoul, 


ſo © He that is joined unto the Lord is one 
ſpirit.” 1 Cor. vi. 17. And this is the com- 
munion which makes the ſaints to be one 
bread and one body, by being partakers of 
that one bread, 1 Cor. x. x7. which the 
eating of bread and wine cannot do: for 
people eat it before they go to ſpill one 
another's blood. 

So alſo great has been the ſtrifes, and going 


into parties, which broke out into malice 


and revenge, wars, and ſpilling of blood, 
amongſt profeſſors of Chriſtianity, about the 


bread and wine, how to order it, and when 
to 


L oY 


] to take it, Here was the cunning device of 
Satan, even - to drive people to kill one 

t another, about a dead tradition; for thereby 
the drew them further and further from God, 
into his awn dark kingdom, alienating them | 
more and more from the life and ſubſtance, & 
even © the bread from heaven, which giveth [ 
life to the world.” John vi. 33. | 
But the wiſe men hunting after opinions Z 
concerning theſe dead things, and never could 5 
agree, becauſe they were ſtrangers to the | 
ſpirir and heavenly life ; they judge, that by 1 
receiving the bread and wine they muſt eat 2 
the fleſh of Chirſt corporally, even he that 
was born of Mary, and ſuffered upon the 
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croſs, and was raiſed again, and aſcended b 
a into heaven, to ſit on the * hand of 4 
2 Majeſty. i 1 
: But as to that, they broke out into three . 
. opinions. The firſt is that of the Papiſts, } 
who ſay conceraing the bread and wine, that F 
. after the prieſt conlecrates them (as they call F 
f it) the ſame is no more bread nor wine, but 


the fleſh and blood of Chriſt, in rhe aun 
which was crucified by the Jews. Here is a 
grievous error, men taking upon them to make 
Chriſt corporally upon earth out of corrupti- 
ble matter, and give people the lame to eat 
for their money, Sce R. Barclay's Apolog Ys 
P. 498. 

The ſecond opinion, is that of the Lu- 
therans, who ſay, that the ſubſtance of the 
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bread remains after it is conſecrated, but 
that alſo that body is in the bread, and with 
jt, or under it; ſo that there is in the ſub- 
ſtance of the bread, and the fleſh and blood 
of Chriſt are mixed together, to be given to 
the people to eat for their money. The differ- 
ence here is, that the firſt take upon them 
to make Chriſt bodily upon earth, out of 

bread and wine, that is periſhable ; z This 
others take upon them to bring him down 
from heaven to be mixed with the bread and 
wine, 

'The third opinion is that of the Calviniſts, 
who deny both the former, ſaying, that Chriſt 
15 not corporally in the bread and wine; but 
yet the faithful receive him by taking of the 
bread and wine: but how, or which way he 
is there, they know not, nor can they tell, but 
only we muſt believe he is there, yet ſo that 
it is properly in heaven, (Barclay's Apology, 
P- 498.) but of a truth, though this opinion 
may in ſome things be borne with, yet it is 
very uncertain: It is nothing, but we mult 
believe. 

And if we muſt believe that our ſouls are 
fed with the bread of life, and that we are 
partakers of Chriſt's ſupper, though we do 
not know him come into our hearts, to ſup 
with us, and we to ſup with him, this is the 
way for us to deceive ourſelves ; ; this is alſo 
a ſign of death: for the living fouls know, 
like David, when Bey receive the joy of 

their 


: 


19 
their ſalvation, and when the Lord by his 
free ſpirit upholds them, and their fouls are 
by the Holy Ghoſt comforted, and they can 
ſer their ſeal to the words of the apoſtle, 
« Do not err, my beloved brethren, every 
good gift, and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither 
| ſhadow of turning.“ James 1. 16. 17. 
But in the night of darkneſs, where Satan 
wrought amongſt the profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity, his work and cunning hath been, and is, 
„to. deceive people, and to ſer them at work 
to deceive one another, to the end and pur- 
t poſe to keep them in ignorance, and wholly 
ſtrangers to the true ſhepherd, who gives 
e eternal life to his owu ſheep, who know and 
t follow him. 
t When he was with his diſciples eating that 
5 ſupper, or the laſt paſſover before he was be- 
n trayed, he ſaid unto them, “ With deſire I 
$ have deſired to eat this paſſover with you be- 
t fore 1 ſuffer; for I ſay unto you, I will not 
any more eat thereof until it be fulfilled in | 
e the kingdom of God.” Luke xxii. 15. 16. | 
e The fulfilling that paſſover, and that which N 
0 it ſignified, together with other ſigns, was the / 
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coming of the kingdom of God, that is, God 
to dwell in his people, to teach them himſelf. 


0 For the kingdom of God is within, and £ 
„ Chriſt within, a comforter, ſupping with, $ 
f and nouriſhing the fouls of the children of $ 
r the new birth, | 5 
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And when he took the cup and gave 
thanks, he ſaid, Take this and divide it 
among yourſelves ; for I ſay unto you, I will 
f the vine until the 
kingdom of God come.“ Luke xxil, 
17, 18. And the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” Rom. xiv. 17. 
« And he took * bread and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, ſaying, 
This is my body which is given for you, this 
do in remembrance of me.” Luke xxil. 19. 

Chriſt, by doing this, was ſhewing his 
diſciples, th it he was going to give his body 
to ſuffer for them, and that they, when they 
did eat and diink, were to remember him, 
And the apoſtle Paul ſaid further, * Do 
this, as often as ye do it, in remembrance 
of me; for as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death 


till he come.” 1 Cor. ix. 26. 


So all that can be gathered from theſe 
things 1s, that when the diſciples ſhould come 


together to break bread, they were to think 


of, and remember Chriſt and his death, and 
his departure from them that night, and this 
in-reverence to his name, until the kingdom 


of God came to be enlarged in their hearts, 


and the king to fit in his kingdom, after a 
ſpiritual manner, to ſup, and give himſelf to 

be life and nouriſhment to their ſouls. 
We read allo concerning the apoſtles, how 
they nde daily with one accord in the 
temple, 
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"| cemple, and breaking bread from houſe to 
TE houle, eating their meat with gladneſs and 
1 ſingleneſs of heart; and they eat in a religi - 
e ous way, having made a joint preparation for 
. coming to eat together; and this did ſignify | 
* their unity fand love one to another: they 5 
© alſo did eat to fatisfy their badily wants; | 
7. what then? did not the apoſtles, when they b 
„came together in that love and unity, find i 
„the Lord near unto them, to comfort them, : 
sand make them rejoice, and edify their ſouls? 1 
| yet it was not in the meat that they found L 
1 the Lord, but in their drawing near in their 
Y WW fpirits to his ſpirit, and to one another in his b 
7 love. x 
4 This way of tradition was ſoon corrupted L 
y in the ufe of it by men, as may be ſeen in I 
© FF the church of Corinth, where the apoſtle # 
44 complains againſt them, When they came 1 
b together to eat that ſupper which they called 5 
the Lord's ſupper, inſtead of performing it 1 
4 unto the Lord in an acceptable manner, they 3 
f were in danger of eating and drinking dam- * 
K nation to themſelves.” 1 Cor. xi. 17, 18. 3 
| So they that met together for the worſe, 1 
: did not attain to the knowledge of the ſpi- 1 
þ ritual and inviſible food which comes from Y 
5 heaven, to renew and comfort the ſouls of 1 
1 the ſaints in their meetings together; neither 6 


0 did they accompliſh that ſupper outwardly, 

but in a corrupt manner; and as corruption 
N came into the churches, the people went more 
- E 3 and 
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and more after outward traditions, making of 


them more and more corrupt, by ſetting 


them vp inſtead of the ſubſtance, and inſtead 
of the kingdom of God; the coming of which 
was to put an end to them. 


CHAP. VI. 


Concerning Reprobation. 
| 0 7 | 
HE mercy of God Almighty hath been, 
and is, in a great and large meaſure 
extended towards the children of men, by 
fending his meſſengers to offer unto them 


covenants of peace, though they daily rebel 
againft him; and the meſſage which he did | 


put into the mouth of his prophet, was, 


« As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no 


pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live; Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ?“ Ezek. xxxiii. 


11. For God ſo loved the world, that he 


gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting liſe. For God ſent not his Son 


into 
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into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be ſave "1 Nha 
John iii. 16, 17. 

So the apoſtles had received the miniſtry 
of reconciliation, teſtifying, © That God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf; 
not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of recon— 
ciliation : now then we are ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beleech you by 
us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye re- 
conciled to God.” 2 Cor. v. 19, 20. 

But contrary to theſe things, there are 


ſome hold forth, that God ordained the moſt 


part of mankind to damnation, and the other 
part to ſalvation, even from the beginning, 
or before the creation; fo that there is no 
poſſibility for any one of them to be loſt, 
that are ſo ſecured, nor any one of thoſe that 
are ſo loſt, ſhall ever be ſaved. 
- If this were .true, it would overturn all 
the promiſes and covenants of peace which 
God ſent his meſſengers to publiſh through- 
out all the ſcriptures, and would deny the 
reconciliation which God offers unto the 
world through Chriſt : this intimates alſo, 
that God hath not ſent his Son into the world 
to ſave the world, but to damn it. 

This alſo 080 God unmerciful, (whoſe 


mercies excel all his works) if he ordained 


the moſt part of mankind to be damned, nor 


giving them one talent, nor any grace, nor 
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day of viſitation; but ordained them to fin, 
and work all unrighteouſneſs, that he may 


puniſh them eternally for doing that which 
he ordained them to do. By this there 1s no 


room to extend mercy to the 1 part of 


mankind, 

This is contrary to all the promiſes, invi— 
. tations and counſels, which the ſcriptures are 
full of, from the beginning to the end, by 
calling people to be converted, and return to 
God from their evil ways, and that under 
ſore promiſes, that a door is opened for,them 
. Chriſt their Redeemer, who died for all: 

> Hm ſay, Chriſt died not but for the 

that is, - thoſe few that were ordained 
— be ſaved from the beginning. 

This contradicts the ſcriptures which de- 
clare, that Chriſt died for every one, as may 
be ſeen, to wit, „That God will have all 
men to be ſaved, and to come unto the know- 
ledge of the truth. For there is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus : who gave himſelf a 


ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due time, 


whereunto I am (ſaid Paul) ordained a 
preacher and an apoſtle.” 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 
6, 
8 the ſame apoſtle ſaith, © that Chriſt 
died for all, and taſted death for every man, 
Hebrews ii. 9. And is the propitiation for 
our ſins, and not for ours only, but alſo for 
the fins of the whole world, 1 John ii. by 
"Nr 0 
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$a likewiſe the angels proclaimed to the ſhep- 
herds, © the coming of Chriſt to be good 
tidings of great joy, *which ſhall be to all 
people ; ; and there was with the angel a mul-. 
titude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, 
and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
on earth peace, goodwill towards men.” 
Luke 11. 10. 13, 14. 

And truly, my paper is too ſhort to con- 
tain'but few of the many calls and invitations 
which God tenders to ſinners, © Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt,” Matthew xi. 28. 
This is the meſſage which: God doth, and 
did, in all ages ſend his miniſters upon, to 
call finners to be reconciled to him through 
Chriſt, who is the light which lighteth every 
one that cometh into the world, and taſted 
death for every man, and he was given to be 
a light to the Gentiles, and ſalvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

Here is the door of ſalvation opened to all 


mankind, thoſe who aſk and ſeek, and knock, 


they ſhall come in, and be received with joy. 
Alle the grace of God, which bringeth ſal- 
vation, hath appeared unto all men. 

Buy theſe things we may believe, that a 
day of viſitation from God, through his grace 
and light, is ordained to all mankind upon 
the face of the whole earth: for there is no 
man ſo far in any corner of the world, bur 
God is near unto him, if he will ſcek him; 
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and where is there any finner that knows not 
at times the reprovings from the light in his 
own heart and confcience, calling for repen- 
tance and amendment of life, - afering peace 
to him, if he will do good, and likewife 
3 fome punifhment for his wicked- 
neſs ? 
Yea, whilſt the light fhines, and grace ap- 
ears, and God by his ſpirit ſtrives with the 
ſinner, it is poſſible he may be faved, and 
that by the Lord, and through his great 


= "mercy; for grace and light is all-ſufficient to 
1 ſave and deliver every man that yields obe- 
wh dience thereunto, whatever outward know- 


ledge he wants. The grace that bringeth 
falvation teacheth every man his whole duty.“ 
A Tit. ii. 12. For by grace are ye ſaved.” 
G Eph. 11. 8. Alſo the light, which is Chriſt, 
: lighteneth every man that cometh into the 
4 world; as he himſelf ſaid, © I am the light 
by of the world ; he that followeth me, ſhall not 
of walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of 
4 life.“ John viii. 12. He is all-ſufficient to 
"A lead unto ſalvation every one that hearkeneth 
1 to him while he knocks, and thoſe that turn 
ll at his reproof, he promiſed to give them of 
| his * and make known his words unto 
th 


But thoſe that reject the viſitations, the 
4 Lord leaveth them, and their blood is upon 
their own heads, © Becauſe I have called, 


(faid Wiſdom) and ye refuſed, I have 


ſtretched 
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ſtretched out my hand, and no man regard- 
ed.“ Prov. i. 24. Therefore the Lord gives 


up ſinners to take their own ways; then the 


yo of their viſitation paſſeth over their heads, 
and the Lord leaves them, and ſo there is 
none that will deliver them in the day of 
diſtreſs, 

This is agreeable to the words of the 
apoſtle Paul, in the place where thoſe that 
plead for reprobation-would faſten ſomething, 
« What if God willing to ſhew (his wrath, 


and make his power known, endured with 


much long-ſuffering, the veſſels of wrath fit- 


ted to deſtrudtion ?? Rom. ix. 22. The ward 


(long-ſuffering) ſnews that they had a day of 
viſitation, but they rejected it; wherefare 
Chriſt wept over Jeruſalem, ſaying, © That 
ſhe was to be deſtroyed, and laid even with 
the ground, becauſe (ſaid he) thou knoweſt 
not the time of thy viſitation.” Luke xix. 44. 

Therefore man's deſtruction is of himſelf, 
but his ſalvation is from the Lord; in Chriſt 
does the election ſtand, * and ſuch as are 
grafted in the vine, and overcome the world, 
and Satan and his temptations, they ſhall ear 
of the hidden manna, and a white ſtone ſhall 
be given them, and in the ſtone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth, ſaving he 
that receiveth it.“ Rev. ii. 17, © Here is 


the heavenly inſcription, and the names ,of 


the elect, which are written in the Lamb's 
book of life.” Rev. xxi. — 
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Are not people preſumptuous and ſelfiſh ? 
nothing takes more hold on them, than what 
they received from their own church by tra- 
dition, let it be as erroneous as may be; they 
will have it to be a goſpel truth, let God, 
Chriſt and the ſcripture, ſay what they will; 
but the thing ſaid by the churchmen and ſo- 
- Ciety, which the man owns, he will believe 
and follow, and judge it erroneous in all 
others, if they believe not the ſame things, 
as may be ſeen by divers wrong rudiments, 
which crept in amongſt Chriſtians in the 
night of obſcurity, when the church went 
into tFe wilderncſs,, and the falſe church, 
even the whore of Babylon ſar * the 
people. 

So in this caſe, God faith, «« 1 have no 
pleaſure in the death of him that dieth.“ 
Ezek. xvii. 32. But theſe men ſay, that 

God hath willed and ordained the preateſt 
part of mankind to ſin and die for ever. 
God calls the wicked, ſaying, Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die, return therefore 
and live.” Ezek. xxxiii. 11. But they ſay, 
that God holds the wicked under his order 
of reprobation, that they can do no leſs than 
ſin to their damnation. 

The apoſtle ſaith, „God would have all 
men to be laved, and come to the knowledge 
of the truth.” Tim. ii: 4. But they ſay, 
God would have, yea he willed, and made 
8 moſt part to 6 and that he with- 


holdeth 
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holdeth from them all true knowledge, and 


all means of ſalvation, ſo that ey may not 
lay. hold thereon. 


If I were to go on after this manner, I 
might gather a great part of the ſcriptures, 
to ſhew how oppolite this doctrine is againſt 
God, againſt his mercies and love and good- 
will towards all mankind ; it is alſo againſt 
Chriſt, by making his coming, his death and 
redemption, unprofitable to the greateſt part 
of mankind, but rather adds to their dam- 
nation. ; 

This denies the „ which God 


offers unto the world, through Chriſt: it 


denies the goſpel, which is glad tidings of 
great joy to all people: it makes men of 
opinion, that it is in vain to aſk, to ſeek 
and knock, in contradiction to the words of 
Chriſt, when he preached to the multitude. 
Matt. vii. 7, 8. 

Theſe alſo ſay, that ſin cannot be a means 
to loſe any of thoſe that are elected, and that 
the-reprobate cannot do any thing that may 
be a means to fave them; by this it is in 
vain for man to mention religion: oh! how 
croſs this is to the words of the Lord, by his 
prophet in the chapter before mentioned, 
fram the beginning to end, © Behold all ſouls 
are mine, the ſoul that finneth it ſhall die; 
the righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be 
upon chim.“ Ezek. xviii. 4. See from the 
twentieth verſe to the end of the chapter, 
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cloſe to the ſame purpoſe; and alſo in chap, 
xXRxiii. from the eleventh verſe to the nine- 
teenth, where it plainly appears, that ſin 
ſeparates between people and their Creator, 
and their return to him makes the reconcilia- 
tion. | | 
Let it be our belief therefore, that it is 
' Poſſible for the ungodly man through mercy, 
to return unto the Lord, whilſt he calls, in- 
vites and preſſeth, ſhewing forth his hands, 
and knocking at the door of the heart. Here 
is the law that was given to Cain in the 
morning of the creation, ©« If thou doſt well, 
ſhalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doſt 
not well, fin lieth at the door.” Gen. iv. 7, 
Theſe terms follow through the criptures, 
from the beginning to the end. The ſpirit 
and the bride ſay, Come. And let him that 
- heareth ſay, Come. And let him that is a 
thirſt, come. And whoſoever will, let him 

take the water of life freely.” Rev. xxii. 19. 
Therefore let us truſt in the Lord, and 
believe his promiſes, hope in this mercies, 
depending upon Chriſt and his offering, who 
hath redeemed us, and paid the ranſom for 
us, by giving himſelf a propitiation for the 
ſins of the whole world; alſo let us yield 
obedience to the grace and light which is 
given us, for a manifeſtation to lead us into 
that ſalvation which he hath prepared for us, 
by redeeming us. 


Furthermore 
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Furthermore theſe hold forth, that the 
Lord ordained Adam to fall, and it is he 


that drives and cauſcth the wicked to fin, 


and keeps them in their ſins, that he may 


have juſt cauſe to puniſh them eternally for 


their ſins, and alſo that Ged ordained all 
things that come to pass. 
We may here ſee, that theſe make God 


the author of all wickedneſs; and alſo more 


unjuſt, cruel and unmerciful than the crueleſt 
of men as ever we heard of: for where is, 
or has been any king or prince, who would 
bind his people with chains of iron in dark 
priſons, before they did any thing to diſpleaſe 


him, and there keep them under ſuch locks 
and bolts, that it would never be poſſible for 


them to come forth; yet come at times, and 


call them into the field to work his harveſt, 


and becauſe they come not forth, then chaſ- 
tiſe them with the moſt cruel puniſhment ? 
O, who would impute this to God, whois 
flow to anger, and great in mercy, and re- 
penteth of. the evil. 
Where then does this erroneous doctrine 


allow the devil to have any hand in the de- 


ſtruction of people, ſeeing that he cannot 
deceive, nor gain any, but ſuch as God hath 


ordained and prepared for him? what ſhall we 
ſay to this? did not Peter know what he ſaid, 


or was the devil fooliſh and mad, “ who was 


ſo buſy, like a roaring lion, walking about, 
ſeeking whom he might devour.” 1 Pet. v. 8. 


Bur 
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But Satan, no doubt, is well aſſured, that 
God does not make people on purpoſe. for 
him; and that he has none, but ſuch as he 
catches i in his ſnares and nets. by his deceit 
and baits; he is the enemy of men, and the 
enemy of truth; he ſowed the tares, in the 
field; he deceives and. corrupts people, 
- making them children of the wicked one, 
as Chriſt ſaid, . But the tares are the children 
of the wicked one. The enemy who ſowed 
them is the devil.” Matt. xiii. 38, 39, This 
enemy deceived people at firſt, to ſin againſt 
the will of. God, and his ne ene and 
he works in the children of diſobedience, 
and holds ſinners captive at his will, in his 
dark priſons. 

But Chriſt was ſent by the Bacher, « and 
anointed to preach good tidings unto the 
meek, to bind up the broken hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and 'the 
opening of the priſon to them that are 
bound.“ Iſa. xli. 1. Luke iv. 18. © Satan 
is gone out to deceive the nations, which are 
in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Ma- 
gog, to gather them together to battle, the 
number of whom is as the land of the ſea,” 
Rev. xx. 8. But Chriſt was given for a 

light to the Gentiles, and ſalvation to the 
ends of the earth.” Iſa. xlix. 6. “ To. open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners 
from the priſon, and them that ſit in dark- 


neſs, out of the priſon houſe.“ 1a. xlii. 7. 
10 
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t To reconcile God and men, to deſtroy the 


r works of the devil, which made the ſepa- 
e ration. | | 
t This is the general ſalvation which Chriſt 
2 hath purchaſed to all mankind, by his own 
d precious blood, and the help which he gave 


; them, when he promiſed, that the ſeed of 
the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, 
1 and as the deadly wound came by the ſin and 
1 diſobedience of Adam, and over-run the 
J whole and every part of the world; ſo - 
. through Chriſt and his ſacrifice, who, was 
ordained to die from the beginning of the 
i creation, he is the phyſician that was given 
to heal the wound ſo far as it is gone. 
To the eternal God, whoſe mercies are over 


| over all his works, be honour-and obedience, 
> WW reverence and glory, who is worthy for ever 
) and for. ever mere. 

; There is another branch of the ſame doc- 
trine, where they ſay, that thoſe who once 


| received grace from God, it is impoſſible for 
| them to fall from grace, or loſe their ſalva- 1 
tion. . 2 5 0 
 B This is likewiſe contrary to the fore- men- I 
tioned ſcriptures, where it is ſaid at large, 
? that when the righteous turneth away from 
; his righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, 
his righteouſneſs ſhall be no more remem- 
| bered to him, but for the ſin he hath com- 
mitted he ſhall die: alſo Chriſt himſelf ſaith, 
«-That he is the true vine, and his Father'ts 
TH 9 
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the huſbandman, every branch in him that 
beareth not fruit, he taketh away.“ John xv. 
1, 2. And lays Chriſt, „If a man abide not 
in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and is 
withered, and men gather them, and caſt them 
into the fire, and they are burned,” ver. 7. 

So it is poſſible, that braches once grafted 
in the vine, may be cut off, becauſe of un- 
fairhfulnels : this is likewiſe truly anſwerable 
to the apoſtle's words, when he was writing 
to thole whom he accounted the elect, and 
were grafted into the true vine; he warns 
them, ſay ing, „ Behold the goodneſs and 
ſeverity of God: on them which fell, ſeve- 
rity: but towards thee, goodneſs, if thou 
continue in his goodneſs : otherwiſe, thou 
ſhalt be cut off.” Rom. xi. 22. 


'This runs agreeable with the fiream of | 


ſcriptures, to warn the Chriſtian to keep on 
his watch, left in any wiſe as the ſerpent be- 

guiled Eve, he himſelf might be deceived ; 
for the ſame. apoltle faith, „For it is im- 
poſſible fol thoſe who were once enlightened, 
= have . of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have 
taſted the-good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they Mall fall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance, ſeeing 
they .crucify unto themſelves the Son of God 

-atreſh.” Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. ſee chap. x. 26. 
Therefore he admoniſheth the ſaints among 
1 Galatians, ſaying, Stand faſt therefore 
in 
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in the liberty where with Chriſt hath made us 
free, and be not entangled with the yoke of 
bondage.“ Gal. v. 1. And the apoſtle Peter 
fully teſtifies to the ſame purpoſe. 2 Peter 11. 
20, 2t, 22. I do not ſee any great occaſion 
to collect many ſcriptures to prove that it is 
poſſible for people to ſlip and fall away from 
a ſtate of grace, and after they are waſhed, 
to wallow in the mire, inaſmuch as I know 
not any ſcripture faith, or verifies, that the 
ſame is impoſſible. 

For ſome of the angels fell, having left 
their habitation, Adam fell, and many thou- 
ſands of the pilgrims fell into the ſnares of 
Satan, after they had the knowledge of the 
Spirit of God to lead and enlighten them. 
2 Pet. ii. 4. Jnde i. 6. This is a warning 
for all God's ſervants to be careful, faith- 
ful and watchful, leſt when their Lord 
cometh, he find them aſleep, and their work 
undone. TD 
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e Perſecution. 


Of a truth, great is the e of un- 


godlineſs, w hich hath wrought, and is 
working in the Neb, of mens ; hearts, in 


all ages of the world, the old Satan, the 


crafty and dark ſpirit, which worketh in the 
night, turning many vineyards which God 
had planted, to bear ſour grapes: and he 


began to work in the church in the morning 


of Chriſtianity, appearing like an angel of 
light: and as Chriſt ſent his apoſtles, To Sa- 
tan alſo ſent apoſtles, who transformed them- 
ſelves to be apoſtles of Chriſt, and miniſters 
of righteouſneſs; yet for all that, God carried 
on his work, and the true church and mi- 
niſters proſpered and Chriſtians multiplied. 
Therefore the devil envied, and appeared 
again in his own colour, a devouring lion, 
and entered into the heart of Nero, to per- 
fecute and impriſon, to kill, to burn, and 
ſtone the lambs and ſheep of Chriſt; and for 
all this, the blood of the Chriſtians was the 
feed of the church; though many were mar- 
E ty red. 
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tyred, yet the Chriſtians multiplied ; fo there 
followed ten heavy perſecutions, under the 
Pagan Roman Emperors, and yet they in- 
creaſed in number. 

But the way Satan overcame moſt, was by 
cooling of love, and ſuffering people to re- 
ceive a profeſſion of Chriſt and Chriſtianity, 
and from age to age darkneſs thickened, 
iniquity encreaſed, ſchiſms and contentions 
coming in; leſs of the ſpirit and of the grace, 
and of divine inſpiration; but ordinances and 
cuſtoms were more and more ſet up, and 
more (ſtreſs laid upon them, and then fell out 
concerning them, how to uſe and order them; 
ſome would have one way, and ſome another 
way; then they broke out into forks and 
branches, in divers ſchiſms and opinions, 
deſtructive hereſies, fighting and ſpilling one 
another's blood, perſecuting and killing 
Cl. riſtians about religion. EI 

There Satan got the victory, by making 
Chriſtendom. darkneſs and a wilderneſs, and 
the church a falſe church, that is, a whore to 


{it in authority upon people, and multitudes, 


and nations, and tongues ; ſhe allo ſat upon 
the beaſt having heads and horns, that is, the 
earthly power, which was an enemy to the 
true church, And the woman was arrayed 
in purple and ſcarlet colour, and decked with 
gold and precious ſtones, and pearls, having 
a golden cup in her hand full of abominations 


and 
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and filthineſs of her fornication.” Revela, 
tions xvii. 3, 4. 

Thus the whore was decked with outward 
traditions and cuſtoms, and church ordinan- 
ces, being transformed glorioully in the view 
of the people upon whom ſhe fat, and de- 
ceiving them, holding forth a golden cup, 
that is, a profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and every 
falſe appearance, deceit and diſſimulation, but 
all filthineſs within: and yet © John ſaw 
upon her forehead a name written, Myſtery 
Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, 
and abominations of the earth; and he ſaw 
the woman drunken with the blood of the 
ſaints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jeſus, and he wondie | with g:eat admiration.” 
Rev. xvil. 5, 6. , 

The ſpirit of enmity, which was in the 


Pagans in perſecuting Chriſt and his church, | 
entered into the people that held a profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity ; ſo the church of Rome be- 
came bloody and perſecuting, to kill, to 
burn, and to martyr them whom the Lord 
ſent unto them, or raiſed amongſt them, to 
bear teſtimony againſt their corruption, evil 
converſations and ſuperſtitions, 

After they had thus left the truth, and loft 
ſight of Chriſt, who was the head of the true 
church, and governor in his ſaints and fol- 
lowers, the biſhop of Rome was ſet up. to be 
head of the falſe church, and then it was not 
What Chriſt ſaid was to be taken notice of, 

8 but 


os Bn ou Pc 


9 


4 07 3 


but what the Pope and the church ſaid ; the 
Lord of the harveſt ſaid to his ſervants, pull 
not the tares, let them grow together with 
the wheat until'the time of harveſt ; but the 
Pope and the whore, who call the wheat (to 
wit, the children of grace) tares, ſay, pull 
them all up; ſo Satan would root up truth 
and pure religion from among men. 

The ſpirit of perſecution is a dark, angry, 
revenzeful and unchriſtian ſpirit, in what 
man or people ſoever it appears; it is an 
enemy to truth, and of that ſtubborn curſed 
nature, which began to appear in the time 
of Cain: and that great city, to wit, Babylon, 
began to lay her foundation in the hearts of 
people in the morning of the creation: for 
it was ſaid of her, that in her was found the 
blood of the prophets and ſaints, and of all 
that were ſlain upon the earth. 

So the evil ſpirit and nature were the cauſe 
of killing of the prophets, and of perſecuting 


of the righteous in every age; ſo there was, 


and 1s, an enmity in the ſerpentine ſpirit 
againſt Chriſt and his ſaints: ſo the Lord 


ſent his meſſengers as lambs amongſt wolves, 


to be perſecuted and brought before judg- 


ment-ſeats to be killed, to be martyred for 

his name's-ſake, whom the world hated. 
Therefore the devil, the old enemy of all 
good, moves his ſervants to perſecute the 
innocent; and it belongs to perſecutors to 
have two things to fit them for perſecution; 
their 
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their eyes muſt be hood. winked with thick 
darkneſs, ſo that they may not ſee what they 
are doing; for Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples, 
They ſhall put you out of the ſynagogues, 
yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth 
you, will think that he doth God ſervice.” 
John xvi. 2. It belongs to them allo to 
have their conſciences ſeared with an hot iron, 
leſt ſne ſhould grieve and bleed when they 
kill and butcher the innocent lambs. 
But in this blindneſs and cruelty, the per- 
ſecutors conſult together, cone, we the lambs 
and ſheep of Chriſt, let us deſtroy the wolves, 


Where did we hear that ſheep killed wolves?- 


there is neither ſcripture, ſexample, nor rea- 
ſon, that will tell us any ſuch thing; but 
perſecutors ſhew themſelves to be wolves, 
and thoſe they perſecute to be the martyrs of 
Jeſus. a 4] 
So Windnels, ignorance, cruelty, malice, 
envy and hatred of all goodneſs, will 
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Judges in Babylon's tribunals, when the fol- 


lowers of Jeſus are judged to ſuffer for his 
name: and in theſe courts it is to np purpoſe 
to aſk, what evil hath this pilgrim 'commir- 
ted? but away with ſuch a one, hang, burn, 
crucify him! this was the treatment Chriſt 
himſelf had in the Babyloniſh tribunal ; it 
was in vain ior Pilate in his own court to 
argue for Jeſus; their complaint againſt him 
was, that he perverted the people, and was 
teaching through all Judea, therefore they 
would have him crucified. 5 
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But Pilate ſaid, “ I find no fault in this man,” 
ad argued again, that he had examined him. 
And Herod having examined him, and had 
found no fault in him, nor any thing worthy 
of death, he would therefore chaſtiſe him, 
and let him go: then the whole multitude 
cried out at once, Away with this man, and 
releaſe us Barabas, who for murder was caſt 
into priſon : Pilate therefore willing to re- 
leaſe Jeſus, ſpoke again to them, but they = 
cried out, ſaying, Crucify, crucify kim: but ' 
> Pilate reaſoned, ſaying, Why, what evil hath 1 
. he done? I have found no cauſe of death in 
b- him, I will therefore chaſtiſe him and let him 
t 


go: and they were inſtant with loud cries, 
requiring that he might be crucified, and the 


5 voices of them, and of the high prieſts pre- 
i WW vailed. Luke xxiii. 

This 1s the treatment the maſter had, who 
. left footſteps for his ſaints and martyrs, ſhew- 


t ing them divine and evangelical examples, 
© how to follow him through perſecution, by 
emonſtrating his doctrine and pure nature 


e in his ſufferings, who ſaid, Love your 4 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 1 
ly to them that hate you, and pray for them 1 
l which diſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 4 
It you.” Mat. v. 44. E 
0 So when he was led to be crucified, and | 
m his cruel enemies drove nails through. his 1 
: fleſh, he pitied them: here is the heavenly 4 


nature that is in the Lamb, and the evange- 
F | Iical 
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lical Spirit which he makes his followers 
partakers of in their ſufferings; © Then 


be prayed for them, ſaying, O God for- 


give them; for they know not what they 
do.“ | | | 
And the firſt that followed his maſter in 
martyrdom was Stephen, who had received 
of the ſame ſpirit, grace and virtue, to fit 
him to ſuffer for his teſtimony, When the 
people were cruel and deviliſh, ſtoning him 
to death, © he kneeled down, and cried with 
a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their 
charge.” Acts vii. 60. This is that evange- 
lical, merciful and forgiving nature, which 
hateth none, envieth none, nor deſires the 
harm of any, but the good of every one, 
The teſtimony of God's meſſengers in all 
ages was the truth; and for declaring the | 
truth they were hated and perſecuted. 
Micaiah, for telling the truth, was put in 
priſon * to be fed with the bread of affliction, 
and with the water of affliction,” 1 Kings 
xxii. 27. Jeremiah, for ſpeaking the truth, 
«« was caſt into the deep dungeon, Jeremiah 
xxxviili. 6. It was for declaring the truth 
that the followers of Jeſus were hated and 
erſecuted by the cruel ſpirit in all ages of 
the world. It was in vain for the Chriſtians 
in the primitive church to plead their inno- 
cence before the Pagans; there was nothing 
but martyrdom for the teſtimony, and for 
not worſhiping their falſe gods, 


It 
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It was to no purpoſe for the proteſtants 
and divers others, when they were reſtoring 
religion, to plead their innocence in the 
courts of the biſhop of Rome, nor aſk, What 
evil have we done ? but for their reſtimony 
againſt the corruption and ſaperſtition of the 
Papiſts, there was nothing but todeſtroy them 
by every cruel death. It was in vain for the 
Quakers in New England, before that tribu- 
nal, to aſk, What evil have we done? What 
law have we broken? but becauſe they came 
there to bear their teſtimony againſt corrup- 
tion, there was nothing but hanging for 
them: ſo for the ſame cauſe Chriſt and his 
prophets and apoſtles, and all his meſſengers 
in every age ſuffered, that is, for their teſti- 


monies to the truth, which the world could 
not receive, “ For they did not ſpeak in the 


words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” 1 Cor. ii. 
13. and the teachings of the Holy Ghoſt are 
out of eſteem among the wiſe men of this 
world, for it is fooliſhneſs in their ſight. 
Chriſt i is the ſtone which the builders re- 
jected in all ages, even the wiſe of this 
world: therefore God accounted t wiſdom 
of this world to be fooliſhneſs ; becauſe they 
prefer human wiſdom ant learning before the 
ſpiritual; and becauſe they reject the precious 
ſtone, the Rock of Ages, the fountain of 
living water, and hate him and his ambaſ- 
ſadors, and their meſſage: O! what is the meſ- 
lage then that Chriſt and his miniſters declare 
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among the children of this world, to make 
them angry and envious towards them ? Is it 
not the goſpel of ſalvation which calls peo- 
ple from Satan to Chriſt, from the kingdom 
of darkneſs to the kingdom of the Son of 
God, and to his light? They alſo call the 
People of the Lord out of Babylon, that 
they be not partakers of her fins, and receive 
not of her plagues; inviting all to the waters, 
to buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 

Satan is diſturbed at this, leſt he loſeth 
his ſubjects, and he moves the inhabitants of 
the earth, who have been made drunk with 
the- wine of the great city's fornication ; as 
alſo her merchants, leſt they loſe their gain; 
and her great men who lived deliciouſly in 
her, feeding their luſts; theſe will agree to 
war againſt the Lamb, and againſt his ſaints; 
but the weapons of the warfare of Chriſt's 
ſervants are not carnal, but ſpiritual; and in 
the meek ſpirit (after they have known the 
fear of God) they perſuade others, exhorting 
them in love and goodwill to their bodies 
and ſouls, beſeeching them to be reconciled 
ro God, ſhewing them good converſation 
and examples, patience and forbearance, in 
order- to gain them, as the apoſtle James 
ſaid, © Who is a wiſe man, and endued with 
knowledge among you ? let him ſhew out of 
a good converſation his works with meekneſs 
of wiſdom ; but if ye have bitter OE 
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and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, and lie 
not againſt the truth; this wiſdom deſcendeth 
not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh: for where envying and ſtrife is, 
there is confuſion and every evil work; but 
the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle and ealy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and. good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſy.” 
James iii. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. This is the 
wiſdom that gains upon the hearts of people, 
in order to turn them to God; not to drive 
them by oppreſſion and ſtrength of arm, and 
carnal weapons. Ss 

It is very poſſible, that numbers of the 
true church may be deceived by Satan, to 
hold forth ſome erroneous points which the 
church cannot bear; what therefore ſhall 
be done to*Tuch, but after perſuaſion and 
advice, if they cannot be gained, then turn 
them out of the unity of the church, and 
there leave them amongſt the reſt of man- 
kind, to ſtand or fall to their own maſter ? 
but what if the church is in authority, and 
the rulers and officers are members thereof ? 
is it not then lawful for the officers to ule 
chaſtiſement, as fines and impriſonment, in 
order to turn the erroneous into the way? 
Of a truth, it is not perſecution (that is, 
to rob and impriſon) will ever bring people 


to love the religion of thoſe that perſecute 


them; but it gives them an advantage to 
F 3 5 confirm 
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confirm and ſtrengthen them in their way, 
and count themſelves ſuffering perſecution 
for the ſake of Chriſt and their conſcience, 
looking upon their perſecutors to be crue} 
and unmercitul; for perſecution is heinous 
in the ſight of all that ſuffer under it; but it 
is natural, and toò often happens among the 
- profeſſors of Chriſtianity, when they get 
into power, td raiſe perſecution againſt thoſe 
char cannot join with them in religion. This 
1s alſo contrary to the nature of Chriſt 
agd his commandments, law, and heavenly 
kingdom, which is not of this world, neither 
are . his ſervants to war for it- with carnal 
weapons, as may be ſeen by his doctrine, 
when the village of the Samaritans would 
not receive him and his diſciples. James 
and John ſeeing it, they ſaid, “Lord, wilt 
thou we command fire to come down: from 
heaven and conſume them, even“ as Elias 
did? but he turned and rebuked them, and 
ſaid, Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye 
are of, for the Son of man is not come to 
deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them.“ Luke 
Ix. 354, 35, 56. 

Let us obſerve how far it was from Jeſns 
to return any revenge, though power was in 
his hand; and how he reprov ved: that ſpirit in 
his diſciples, and utterly Giſowned. it, as a 
thing contrary to his nature, kingdom and 
goſpel. And fince it is unlawful, and con- 
trary to the way of CRE to call for fire 
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from heaven to deſtroy thoſe that would not 
receive him, how much more unlawful is it 
to kindle a fire on earth to deſtroy ſuch as 
believe in him, becaule they cannot for con- 
ſcience ſake pin their religion exactly to the 
ſleeves of the magiſtrates, and believe and 
ſay every thing like them? and if people 
muſt follow the religion of thoſe that are in 


authority, it, is in vain for them to ſearch 


the ſcriptures, and endeavour to try what is 
good, in order to follow it, becauſe they 
muſt receive the magiltrates religion, or 
leave the country, or elſe reſolve to die for 


their religion. 


The perſecutors, by carrying on. and 
pleading for their work, do juſtify all the 
cruel and curſed perſecutors, who in all 
ages afflicted God's people! but it is poſſible 
they may ſay, thoſe in times paſt were wicked, 
and thoſc whom they perſecuted were good 
but it is not fo at this time, becauſe we are 
the godly people who are in the way, and 
we endeavour to bring them that are gone 
altray to the right, and co return to us. 

Is not this the plea and excuſe by which 
all perſecutors in ages paſt, did ſeek to ex- 
cuſe and ſhelter themſelves, and juſtify their 
cauſe? therefore ſince the perſecutors of 
every age have been of one voice, how much 
greater truth can be in theſe excuſes in the 
mouths of latter perſecutors, more than in 
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we are the lambs, let us perſecute the wolves; 
becauſe till this time of the world, the lambs 
have ſuffered, as the apoſtle ſaith, „All that 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution.” 2 Tim. iii. 12. 

When a true Chriſtian is fully reſolved to 
keep the commandments of God, and\ the 
magiſtrates command the contrary, the faith- 
ful muſt ſuffer for his religion, let come what 
will come, and ſay, as Peter and John, 


« Whether it be right in the ſight of God 
to hearken unto. you more than unto God, 


judge ye,” Acts iv. 19, Theſe latter ages 


verify the ſame things. It is reproachful to 


relate, how much the people called Quakers 
ſuffered in England and other places, becauſe 


they could not ſwear, for the ſake of keep- 
ing the command of Chriſt, who ſaid, Swear 
not at all; and yet they (the magiſtrates) 


ſaid, Swear. 


Bur Chriſt gave forth the commandment 


ſo clear and full, that all the corrupted ſons 
of Adam cannot make it void. When Chriſt 


was ſhewing the difference between his own 


law, even the law of the new covenant, and 
the law of Moſes, he ſaid, © Ye have heard 
that it hath been ſaid by them of old time, 
Thou ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhalt per- 
form unto the Lord thine oaths; but ] ſay unto 
you, Swear not at all:“ here in the firſt place 
he forbids ſwearing to the Lord, which under 


the old law was commanded; yea further, © 
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cc Neither by heaven, for it is God's throne, 
nor by the earth, for it is his footſtool: nei- 
ther by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the 
great king; neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy 
head, becauſe thou canſt not make one hair 
white or black; but let your communication 
be yea, yea, nay, nay; for whatſoever is 
more than theſe cometh of evil.“ We ſee 
here that Chriſt hath forbidden all manner of 
oaths, and alſo commanded not to ſwear at 
all, Mat. v. 33, 34, 35» 36, 37. CID 

But there are many of thoſe that take upon 
them to he good Chriſtians in theſe times, do 
not ſee a neceſſity of keeping the command 
of Chriſt; therefore they ſtrive to gather 
many reaſons, ſeeking to caſt down and 
aboliſh: this commandment and doctrine of 
Jeſus; but the more a man, that is wile in 
his own ſight, gathers for arguments and 
reaſons to oppoſe Chriſt, the more he makes 
himſelf an enemy and reſiſter of him: for 
he is the author of the new covenant, the 
true lawgiver, the great prophet, whom every 
one is to hear under the pain of being cut 
off; then where will a man go to hunt for, 
or gather arguments to ſtand for his a& of 
(wearing? If he goes to the law of Moſes, 
Chriſt hath changed that; thou haſt. nothing, 
there, unleſs thou wilt be a Jew.. 

But if thou comeſt to ſearch the New Teſ- 
tament, thou wilt find there the apoſtle 
James, of the ſame mind with his maſter, 
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becauſe he gives a manifeſt command, that 
they ſhould not ſwear, ſaying, © But above all 
things, my brethren, ſwear not, neither by hea- 
ven, neither by the earth, neither by any other 
oath; but let your yea be yea, and your nay, 
nay, left ye fall into condemnation,” James v. 
12. See here how both theſe teſtimonies of 
- Chriſt and his apoſtle meet each other, ſo agree- 
ably to ſhur out all manner of ſwearing. This 
apoſtle alſo commanded it above all things, 
becauſe it came from his great maſter, even 
the Lord of lords, and King of kings, and 
likewiſe under ſuch danger, left they ſhould 
fall into condemnation. 

And yet people would hold forth, that 
neither Chriſt nor his apoſtle did forbid 
ſwearing before magiſtrates, in a way of 
bearing witneſs in cauſes: but of a truth, 
theſe teſtimonies of Chriſt and his apoſtle 
are wrought into a ring, ſo intirely ſtrong, 
that there is no room for time or cauſe to 
break in upon them; but when any of thoſe 
who are for obſerving this command, come 
before magiſtrates to be witneſſes in a cauſe, 
what will they anſwer? Hath not Chriſt told 
them, and put words into their mouths, to 
wit, let your communication be yea, yea; 
nay, nay: whatſoever is more than theſe, 
cometh of evil. And the apoſtle likewiſe, 
let your yea be yea, and your nay be nay, 
leſt you fall into condemnation, Of a truth, 
grew is the difference between the voice na 

| the 


In 1 


the apoſtle, and that of the preſent world, 
where he ſays, above all things, Swear not 
at all; but they ſay, above all things you 
mult ſwear. They will not allow any to be 
a miniſter in the church, without he is firſt 
ſworn, which is a breach of the command 
of Chriſt; as if they deemed that a man is 
not fit for any ſervice in the world without 
he firſt ſwears. 

It would be but reaſonable for people that 
confeſs Chriſt, if they could not forbear 
ſwearing, to be eaſy with thoſe that would 
forbear, becauſe of keeping . the command- 
ment. O everlaſting Father, Lord ot heaven 
and earth, enlighten thou the children of 
men, draw them out of Babylon, that dark 
city, where is envy and malice, pride and 
contention, revenge, wars, and ſpilling of 
blood ; remove them to the New Jeruſalem, 
where there is light, where there is love, 
where there is tranquility, peace, unity, 
quietneſs, and fellowſhip one with another, 
and with the Father, and the Lamb, among 
all the citizens, 
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Concerning Antichriſt, the fall of Babylon, the 
Beaſt, and falſe Prophet. 


HE. meſſage which the ſervants of God 
received of him, and declared unto 


others, that God is light, and in him is no 


darkneſs at all ; and the work which God ſet 
them upon, was to turn people from dark- 
neſs to hght, and from the power of Satan 
*unto God, even from the dark kingdom, 


(where the devil „ the dark ſpirit doth govern) 


to the kingdom of light, whereof the Lord 
God is the light, and to that city “ which 
hath no need of the ſun, neither of the moon 
to ſhine in it; for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof, 
and the nations of them that are faved, mall 
walk in the light of it.” Revel. xxi. 23, 24. 
« The ſun ſhall be no more thy light by day, 


neither for brightneſs ſhall the moon give 


light unto thee; but the Lord ſhall be unto 
thee an everlaſting light, and thy God thy 
glory.” Ia, Ix. 19. 

This 
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This is the work of the true apoſtles, even 
to call people to God, who is light, and hath 
enlightened every man, and calls them to 
Chriſt, who is the light of life; and this 
light, (which is the Father and the Son) 
hath lighted every man that came into the 
world; “ and this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil: for every one that doth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved; but he 
that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt that they -are 
wrought in God.“ John 11. 19, 20, 21. 

So they that hate the light in themſelves, 
they hate God, becauſe he reproves them for 
their ſins; and where they love darkneſs in 
themſelves, they love the devil, who ſpeaks 
peace to them, though they walk after their 
own hearts luſts, Thus the miniſters which 
God and Chriſt ſend, are hated by the world, 
becauſe they ſpeak againſt evil in men. 
Thefore Jeſus comforted his diſciples, ſaying, 
ce If the world hate you, ye know it hated me 
before it hated you: if ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own; but becauſe 
ye are not of the world, but I have choſen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you.” John xv. 18, 19. : 

And in as much as the world could not 
receive, nor be pleaſed with ſuch miniſters 

as 


* 


— 


FEY 
0 


ä — — — 4 e 4 


_ ny . a * N 
— tee} n — n * rr * . 5 7 
* 


1 ] 
as Chriſt ſent; therefore the world did and 
doth provide and accommodate themſelves 
with miniſters to their own content, who will 
ſay what may pleaſe them: ſo they, having 
itching ears, heap unto themſelves teachers, 
who will have their perſons in admiration 
becauſe of advantage, Jude 16. The world 


'fitteth its miniſters by irs own ſpirit and 


wiſdom, and as John ſaid, „They are of 
the world, therefore {pcak they of the world, 
and the world heareth them. And as ye have 
heard that Antichriſt ſhall, come, even now 
are theremany Antichriſts, whereby we know 
that it is the laſt time: they went out from 
us, but they were not of us, for if they had 
been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us; but they went out, that they 
might be made manifeſt that they were not 
all of us.” 1 John iv. 5. ii. 18, 19. 

Theſe are the falſe prophets of whom 
Chriſt ſpoke, that they were to come among 
them in ſheep's clothing, whom they were 
to be aware of, and know them by their 
fruits, Mat. vii. 15. And theſe falſe teachers 
crept into the church in the days of the 
apoſtles, who bore their .teſtimonies againſt 
them, as may be ſeen, 2 Cor. xi. 12,13, 14, 15. 
Jude 4. 8. 10, I1, 12. 16. 19. and ſeveral 
other places. 

So corruption grew among the teachers 
of the church : the biſhops came to be great 
ee in the world; then went to 
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covet after reverence and pre-eminence, high 
places, authority and dominion over the 
church, and over one another : then. great 
gain and riches muſt be had to ſupport them 
in honour, alſo they muſt learn in the ſchools 
degrees, languages, and human wiſdom, to 
fit them to be miniſters in che church. 

So by this corruption increaſing from age 
to age, thoſe that were poor, illiterate and 
unlearned, have been * from having 
any ſhare in the miniſtry: then the Spirit of 
Jeſus and his authority was excluded and ſhut 
out of the church; but human rule, wiſ- 
dom and honour, were ſet up inſtead thereof, 
preſuming authority to make their miniſters 
according to their own wills and way, ſetting 
upon them the riches and glory of this 
world; then every one was to countenance his 
own way, and to look after his gain from his 


quarter and place where it was ordered him, 


Lo here! ſuch watchmen as were of old 
time, „ who were ignorant, yea, they were 
greedy dogs which can never have enough, 
and they are ſhepherds that cannot under- 
ſtand,” If. Ivi. 11. 

Theſe ſort of ſhepherds God proclaimed 
wo againſt, © who fed themſelves and not 
the flock, ſaying, Ye eat the fat, and ye 
clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that 
are fed, but ye feed not the flock: the 
diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was ſick, neither 


have 
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have.ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
which was loſt; but with force and cruelty: 

have ye ruled them.” Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3, 4. 
The ſame complaint was made by the pro- 
phet Jeremiah againſt the prophets of Jeru- 
ſalem, who ſtrengthened the hands of evil- 
doers, that none returned from their wicked- 
neſs: they ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe 
me, the Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall have peace: 
and they ſay unto every one that walketh 
after the imagination of his own heart, no 
evil ſhall come unto you; I have not ſent 
theſe prophets, yet they ran. I have not 
ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied. But if 
they had ſtood in my counſel, and cauſed my 
people to hear my words, then they ſhould 
have turned themſelves from their evil way, 
and from the evil of their doings; and they 
cauſe my people to err by their lies, and by 
their lightneſs; yet I ſent them not, nor 
commanded them ; therefore they ſhall not 
profit this people at all, faith the Lord.” 
Jer. xxiii. 17. 21, 22, 23. Alſo by the pro- 
phet Micah, © Thus faith the Lord concern- 
ing the prophets that make my people err, 
that bite with their teeth, and cry peace, and 
he that puteth not into their mouths, they 
even prepare war againſt him. The heads 
thereof judge for reward, and the prieſts: 
thereof preach for hire, and the prophets 
thereof 


* 


[ 125 1 


thereof divine for money: yet they will lean 
upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord 
among us? none evil can come upon us.“ 
Mic. 111. 5. 11. 

And in truth, though there be falſe 
teachers in this latter time, that are decked 
with the whore's jewels, and although they 
hold the golden cup, yet the ſame root 
brings forth the ſame fruit; and as Chriſt 
marked them, „“ they are ravening wolves, 
ye ſhall know them by their fruits.” Mat. vii. 
15, 16, So did the apoſtle Peter ſet the 
ſame marks on the falſe teachers, ſaying cf 
them, They are to come among the Chriſ- 
tians, “ and through covetouſneſs ſhall they 
with feigned words make merchandize of 
you, whoſe judgment now of a long time 
lingreth not, and their damnation ſlumbereth 
not, having eyes full of adultery that cannot 
ceaſe from ſin, beguiling unſtable ſouls ; an 
heart they have exerciſed with covetous prac- 
tices, curſed children, which have forſaken 
the right way, and are gone aſtray, following 
the way of Balaam, who loved the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs.“ 2 Pet. ii. 3. 14, 15. 

This covetous ſpirit entered into the hearts 
of ſome in the church of Corinth, which 
cauſed the apoſtle to be ſo ſtrict, that he 
would take nothing from any of them to an- 
ſwer his neceſſities, leſt he ſhould give them 
occaſion, as he teſtifies at large, how he had 
been in want whilſt he preached to them the 
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goſpel of God freely, 2 Cor. xi. 9. 12,13. 
And thoſe covetous miniſters he reckoned to 
be falſe apoſtles, deceitful workers, being 
transformed into the apoſtles of Chriſt, 

And of a truth, great is the difference 
between the miniſtry and miniſters of Chriſt, 


and the miniſters and miniſtry of Antichriſt; 
- they are as unlike as water is to fire, or 


light to darkneſs : Chriſt called his diſciples 
from unlearned men, and fitted them 


his grace and inſpiration z but Antichriſt muſt 


have ſcholars fitted with human wiſdom, 
Chriſt communicated freely to them of his 
ſpiritual goodneſs, commanding them to give 
as they had received freely; but the miniſters 
of Antichriſt receive not fieely : it is great 
pains and labour to them, and expence of 
much money ; therefore it is coſtly to any 
that receive of them. The meſſengers of 
God called people to Chriſt the fountain of 


living water, that they might drink of the 


water of life freely, and buy wine and milk 
without money and without price : but the 
merchants of Babylon call every body to their 
ſhops after this manner, Come to us and buy, 
and if you do not buy, pay; and if you do 
not pay, we will make war againſt you. But the 


apoſtle Paul ſaith, * I have coveted no man's 
ſilver or gold, or apparel]: yea, you your- 
| ſelves know, that theſe hands have miniſtred 


to my neceſſity, and to them that were with 
me.” Acts xx. 33, 34. But theſe merchants 
N are 
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ö are too great to work with their hands; they 

, will have gold, or filver, corn, wool and 

lambs, with part of the increaſe of people's 
goods. 

The apoſtle ſaid, a neceſſity is laid upon 
me to preach the goſpel, yea, wo is unto me 
if I do it not: but there is no neceſſity upon 
theſe to preach any; but where they have 

the moſt wages. The apoſtle did not bid 
them believe men, but God; ſaying, ** Do 
I ſeek to pleaſe men ? for if I pleaſed men, I 
ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt,” Gal. 1, 
10. But theſe are for pleaſing of men; 
therefore they are not the ſervants of Chriſt. 
Again, the ſame apoſtle faith, © I certify 
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t you brethren, that the goſpel which was 
f preached of me, is not after man; for I nei- _ 
/ ther received it of man, neither was I taught 
f It, but by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
f Verſ. 11, 12. But theſe preach doctrine 
C (which they call goſpel) after they receive 
K it, and learn it of men, and not by the reve- 
© lation of Jeſus Chriſt, for they deny ſpiritual 
r revelatton in theſe days. Allo the ſame apol- . 
5 tle ſaith, © We have received not the ſpirit 
0 of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; 
e that we might know the things that are freely 
s given us of God: which things alſo we ſpeak, 
not in the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
. eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.“ 


Cr; 1,12, ©. 
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But theſe do not profeſs that they have 
received the Spirit of God: nor is what they 
preach freely given them of God; neither 
do they ſpeak the words which the Holy 
Ghoſt teacheth, but thoſe that man's wiſdom 
teacheth. | | | 
Now it is high time for people to be 
awakened out of ſleep, and endeavour for 
their lives to come out of Babylon: for a 
voice from heaven calls, Come out of her 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues : 
for her ſins have reached unto heaven, and 
God hath remembered her iniquities : there- 
fore ſhall her plagues come in one day: 
death, and mourning and famine, and ſhe 
ſhall be utterly burnt with fire; for ſtrong 
is the Lord God who judgeth her. And the 
kings of the earth who have committed for- 
nication, and lived deliciouſly with her, ſhall 
bewail her, and lament for her, when they 
ſhall ſee the ſmoke of her burning ſtanding 
afar off, for the fear of her torment, ſaying, 
Alas! that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city! for in one hour is thy judgment come: 
and the merchants of the earth ſhall weep 
and mourn over her; for no man buyeth her 
merchandize any more; the merchandize of 
gold and ſilver, and precious ſtones, and of 
Pearls.“ Rev. xviii. 4, 5. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Here is the gaiety the whore has been 
decked with, even by all manner of gilded 
| appearances, 
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appearances, all the ſhews of religion, all 
ſorts of ſhells and huſks, all manner of tra- 
ditions, cuſtoms and ordinances, every form 
of worſhip, ſervice and duties; as alſo by 
adorning her miniſters with gold and ſilver, 
rewards, and great gain, honour, pre-emi- 
nence and authority to govern throughout all 
the ſtreets of the great city : thus they were 
enriched by theſe merchandizes. 

But of truth, the time is at hand, when 
the Lord will bring to paſs this prophecy, to 
wit, The downfal of Babylon: and then 
thoſe that trade in theſe things, and they that 
have been made rich by her, will ſtand afar 
off from her, fearing her torment, weeping 
and mourning; and it will not be without 
cauſe that theſe ſhall weep and mourn, but 
for loſing their riches and honour, and for 
that none will buy any more of their mer- 
chandize; and likewiſe for fear of her tor- 
ments and everlaſting burning, becauſe they 
have lived deliciouſly in her, and were par- 
takers of her ſins; therefore her plagues are 
to fall upon them. | 
But the voice faith, rejoice concerning 
her, O heaven, and you the holy apoſtles and 
prophets, becauſe God 1s avenged of her for 
your ſakes; © For when the Lamb opened 
the fiſth ſeal, John ſaw under the altar the 
ſouls of them that were ſlain for the word of 
God, and for the teſtimony which they held, 
and they cried with a loud voice, ſaying, 
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How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth? and white robes 
were given unto every one of them, and 
it was ſaid unto them, that they ſhould 
reſt yet for a little ſeaſon, until their fel- 
low ſervants and their brethren that ſhould 
. be killed as they were, ſhould be fulfilled,” 
Rev. vi. 9, 10. 11. Rs gr | 
And indeed the ſaints in heaven and upon 
the earth, do jointiy cry to Him who fits 
upon the throne, that he may haſten on his 
Journey againſt the power of darkneſs, and 
overwhelm Babylon, the beaſt and falſe pro- 
phet, and to exalt his great name; and 
their cry enters the ears of the Almighty, 
and he makes ready to ſtretch forth and make 
bare. his powerful arm to avenge the blood 
of his ſaints and prophets upon the. great 
city, on her inhabitants, her merchants and 
great men, who committed fornication with 
her, and. thoſe that dwell upon the earth, 
and have been drunk with the wine of her 
whoredom. | | 
ow the days begin to dawn, and the 
rd ſends, and hath ſent his meſſengers to 
preach the true goſpel; and though there 
are many people that have been enlightened 
in a large degree, to behold the pretence and 
likeneſs of worſhips that are among the chil- 
dren of the world, who are yet in the fleſh, 
fulfilling the luſts thereof: nevertheleſs the 
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power of darkneſs and the ſpirit of the great 
world are too ſtrong for them to reſiſt; there- 
fore it is neceſſary that the Lord ſhould again 
ſend one army of valiant ſoldiers againſt Ba- 
bylon, who vil ſtand in the hotteſt fire, and 
before the ſharpeſt arrows, and the moſt cruel 
enemies which Satan owns, and that without 
turning their faces to aſſiſtance or defence, 
but altogether truſt in the Lord, and ſtand in 
the heavenly armour, as lambs among wolves, 
until the number of the martyrs be fulfilled ; 
and then when the numbers of the fellow- 
ſervants and brethren of thoſe that are under 
the altar ſtaying for them is made up, then 
the blood of the ſaints and prophets ſhall be 
no more ſpilt by the whore. 

For the Lord will make bare the arm of 

his great power to appear with his ſervants, 
to quench the violence of fire, to ſtop the 
mouths of lions, to wear away the ſtrength 
of archerr, to ſmite the camp of the Aſſyrians, 
to open the priſons, and break their bands in 
pieces; ſo the Lord will caſt down and de- 
moliſh all the caſtles and bulwarks of Baby- 
lon, and he will blow his mighty winds upon 
all her woods, and all her fair trees, to wither 
and conſume them. 

Indeed the ſpiritual purpoſes and prophecies 
which God revealed to John (when he was in 
the ſpirit on the Lord's day) are in a great 
meaſure come to paſs; the church 1s comin 
up out of the wilderneſs, and the goſpel is 
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freely preached in divers countries, the ſpiri- 
tual ſun begins to ſhine, and is not the one 
thouſand two hundred and ſixty days fully 
expired ſince the church fled into the wilder- 
neſs? And is not the forty and two months, 
even the time wherein the beaſt had power 
given him to work, near expiring ? For the 
number mentioned before is within a little of 
the forty and two months. 

But ſome may interpret thus: the Pope is 
the beaſt, and by the time he came, and by 
this number he has yet about one hundred 
and fifty years to reign: but it is eaſier for 
me to think, that the devil and Satan was the 
firſt beaſt that John ſaw riſing out of the 
ſea, to wit, out of the fulneſs and depth of 
corruption, which had the wound by the 
ſword in the time of Chriſt and his apoſ- 
tles, but now 1s revived, and has authority 
from the dragon to work forty-two months, 
and power over all kindreds and tongues and 
nations; and that the Pope was the ſecond 
| beaſt which came up out of the earth, to do 
the ſervice of the firſt beaſt, and to cauſe 
them that dwell on the earth to worſhip the 
devil, and to make images to him, and re- 
verence him, and receive his helliſh marks in 
their hands or in their foreheads, that they 
might buy and ſell.” Rev. xiii. 4, 5, 7. 11, 
12. 16. And ſo the downfal of Babylon is 
at the door, and all her glory to be laid in 
the duſt, and all her ſhops, riches and mer- 
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chandize to be burnt with the fiery indigna- 
tion of him, that ſits upon the throne and 
lives for ever. | Es 

And of a truth the Lord hath raiſed wit- 
neſſes for himſelf in theſe latter ages to preach 
the true goſpel, and to proclaim againſt Ba- 
bylon, but not in the place where was the 
ſtrongeſt defence, and moſt cruel ſoldiers of 
the beaſt: but, after they had ſuffered in 
England and other places, ſpoil and impri- 
ſonment, and ſome the loſs of their lives, 
God was pleaſed.to ſoften the hearts of the 
chief men; and the hands of perſecutors grew 
weak, and liberty of conſcience in a large 
meaſure was granted; and then the work in 
part ſtood, Therefore there muſt be one 
commotion again, and one fiery battle be- 
tween the Lamb and the dragon, and I be- 
lieve ſome of the ſoldiers of that battle are 
already born: therefore let every true Chriſ- 
tian pray to his heavenly Father, that he may 
haſten on his journey, to exalt his great 
name, and to deliver men out of Babylon's 
darkneſs, and bring them to the New Jeru- 
ſalem, to live there under his wings, and in 
his light, in peace and holineſs, Amen. 
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CHAP. x. 
| Sewing the True WA orſhip. 


| HE Almighty God, who made man in 
his own image and likeneſs, and hath 


endowed him with knowledge and under- 


ſtanding, giving him authority to rule over 
all the creatures, it is his due to have reve- 
rence and obedience and humility, as being 
the ſubſtance of true worſhip; for worſhip 
is a thing that the world makes a great noiſe 
about, and much ſtrife concerning it, many 
ſet ways are invented by the conjectures of 
man, and by the reaſonings of fleſh and 
blood, to the end they-may ſeek to pleaſe the 
Lord without obedience: but God requires of 
his people a ſpiritual worſhip to be perform- 
ed, but in the Spirit: as Chriſt ſaid, God is 
a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him 1n Spirit and in truth; here is 
the worſhip the world knows not, nor the 

place to worſhip. 
But men will ſay, we muſt worſhip God in 
the church; yet many are fo ignorant, that 
| | they 
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they know not what the church is, nor where 
he is; whereas the church is the people of 
God, who worſhip in Spirit, even in God, 
who dwelleth in his . and makes them 
a temple for himſel 

And though there is but one church, yet 
ſhe is in twofold ſtate in the outward: for 
the woman, that John ſaw flying in the wilder- 
neſs from the face of the ſerpent, was the 
church which God feeds there. Theſe the 
perſecutors cannot ſpy out, theſe are diſperſed 
through all the world, ſome of all profeſ- 
ſions, ſome of all kindreds, tribes, and lan- 
guages, who fear God and depart from ini- 
quity; for“ John ſaw an angel flying in the 
midſt of heaven, having the everlaſting goſ- 
pel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people; ſaying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him, for the 
hour of his judgment is come, and worſhip 
him that made heaven and earth, and the 
fea, and the fountains of water,” Rev. xiv. 
And of a truth, the voice of this angel 
hath reached to the utmoſt part of the world, 
and there is a witneſs in every man that tells 
him he ſhould fear God and give him glory; 


for his judgment is within, upon the heart 


of the ſinner, by reaſon of «his wickedneſs. 
Allo the heaven and the earth, the ſea, foun- 


_ tains of water, and all the wonderful works 
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ef the creation are in the ſight of people, to 
ſhew them the greatneſs and power of him 
that made the whole; this ſhews them, that 
man ought to bow before the Creator of all 
things, and yield adoration and obedience to 
him. Alſo they have beg illuminated with 
the light, which lightenèth every one that 
.cometh into the world. This is the light of life, 
and the grace that bringerfi ſalvation hath ap- 
peared unto them, to teach them to fear God 
and forſake wickedneſs, that they may be 
acceptable. 

But in what place, or after what manner 
do theſe worſhip, inaſmuch as they are not 
yet gathered to worſhip by themſelves ? It is 
probable there are ſome of theſe belonging to 
all ſorts of idol worſhips, which are among 
the children of the world; but their worſhip” } 

doth not ſtand in what their eyes ſce, nor in 
the thing, which their ears hear; but in the 
bowedneſs of their hearts, ſouls and ſpirits in 
the inward man, before the Almighty God; 
and though this 15 ou not tyed to man, 
nor to place nor time, but when they turn 
inwardly into themſelves, and the Lord breaks 
in upon their hearts, in the conſideration of 
his mercies and deliverances, his protection 
and love towards them. And in this lowli- 
neſs and ſpiritual poverty, their hearts are 
ſoftened, and their ſouls and ſpirits tender 
together. And this is the worſhip that God 
receives acceptably from every one in parti- 
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cular, when the perſon is witliout any body 
but him and the Lord. This is the ſtate of 
the ſcattered church and her worſhip, which 
is in the ſpirit, out. of the ſight of men. Of 
this ſort were the ſeven thouſand, which the 
Lord had in the days of Ahabe 15 
But the place and time when theſe ſhall 
come to know each other, we know not, 
though the Lord may gather fome of them 
together to join in worſhip ; for the worſhip 
is the ſame, and they in the ſame ſpiritual 
poverty do worſhip; yea, it is ſuch worſni 

that God looks upon, for “ bleſſed are the 
poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Mat. v. 3, Becaule the Lord will 
vilit ſuch, even the poor and needy, and 


- « the contrite in ſpirit, who tremble at my 


word, faith the Lord.” Iſa. Ixvi. 2. For his 
promiſe 1s, * Where two or three are gather- 
ed together in my name, there I am in the 
- midſt of them.” Mat. xvii. 20. This wor- 
ſhip is in poverty of ſpirit, becauſe theſe 
needy ones have nothing deſigned or prepared 
before hand to ſpeak or act, but wait near the 
Lord for him to prepare them an offering, 
that will be acceptable in his ſight; for he 
hath promiſed to give of his Spirit. unto his 
people, and teach them himſelf, and to make 
manifeſt unto them what they ſhall tay or 
do. 

And here is the difference bonne the 
true church, which Chriſt is the lead, captain 
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and prince of, and the idolatrous churches 
which have decked themſelves with a ſet 
method, ſervice and worſhip. When they 
come together every thing is made ready; 
there is plenty of old prayers to be read to 
fill the peoples ears, and which of them be- 
long to be read this day, and which to the 
next day of the worſhip. And how little of 
the es is to be read on every day of 
worſhip; there is alſo a ſermon deſigned, 
and by human wiſdom ſet in order before. 
hand, fo that they want nothing from the 
Lord; they have all things ready; there is 
nothing but going upon the ſervice, in their 
own time, and in their own will, and in 
their own power, without waiting upon the 
Lord for help and aſſiſtance; nor for the 
holy Spirit to refreſh and comfort them, and 
to be with them a life and a light to lead and 
guide them in their ſervice; for without the 
light (that is Chriſt) we can do nothing that 
is acceptable. 5 

But the true nnn when they come 
together, the buſineſs and concern of every 
one in particular is to turn inward, and give 
his heart and mind to wait upon the Lord, 
for his preſence to refreſh their ſouls: and 
their prayers. are in fecret to their helper, 
that he may appear 1n his temple, to drive 
out the buyers and ſellers, that they may 
witneſs true ſilence in the inward man from 
all carnal founds and reaſonings of fleſh and 


blood, 
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blood, that they may in quietneſs and pati- 
ence poſſeſs their ſouls, and reſign themſelves 
into the hands of their heavenly Father, even 
as Clay in the hand of the potter, to the end 
that he may fit every one to the ſervice he 
nath prepared for him. 

So in this ſilent waiting their ſtrength is 
renewed, and as it is written, „They that 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength.” 
Iſa. xl. 31. In this true ſilence they fit under 
the teaching of that anointing, which they 
receive “ from the Holy One, who is the 
Spirit of truth that leads into all truth; 
and as this abides in them, they need nor 
that any one teach them, but as the ſame 
anointing teacheth them all things.“ 1 John 
11. 27. And when God ſees meet to put 
2 word into the mouth of any one of them, 
he is to ſpeak what the Lord hath revealed 
and taught him. 1 Cor. ii. 4. So is he to 
give it forth in demonſtration and power, 
and» in the virtue and life of the Spirit, 
that it may be to edification in the church; 
for © deep calleth unto deep, and life reach- 
eth unto life, and the congregation go to- 
gether to the waters to drink freely.” Pſal. 
xlii. 7. And if any thing be revealed to 
one that ſits by, when the firſt is ſilent, that 
ſtream of the ſpiritual gift is turned to the 


other, becauſe that ſpiritual liberty is in the 


true church, for every one to ſpeak as they 
are moved by the holy Spirit, and as the 
| Lord 
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Lord pours upon them the ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication, they are to pray with the. 
Spirit, and in the Spirit, as God reveals to 
them the wants and neceſſities of the congre- 
gation. | | 5 
So here is the church that cometh up from: 
the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved, 
Cant. viii. 5. Here allo are the worſhippers 
and their worſhip'; and as the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt is their leader in their worſhip, he 
likewiſe is to order them in their lives and. 
converſatzons, and all their affairs, teaching: 
them to love one another, and to take care 
one for another, that every member may. 
\keep his own place, and learn of his maſter 
to do the ſervice he had fitted him for, and 
puts him upon, and that every one may live 
a clean life, and converſation in innocency. 
and ſimplicity of heart, with his eye to his 
maſter. | | | 
It is not the place of any to puſh or drive 
another forward in any of the Lord's buſineſs, 
before he hath fitted him for .the work, and 
ſhewn it to him, and held his-light before 
him to enlighten his paths; therefore as 
every true Chriſtian is ordered and led in. 
every thing by the Spirit\of truth, ſo nothing 
ought to rule in the church of Chriſt, but 
the Spirit of Chriſt, . 3 
And inaſmuch as no man is a true Chriſ- 
tian, nor owned by Chriſt, but he that hath 
| 9 his 
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his ſpirit, there is no congregation can be a 
true church nor his ſheep,: but thoſe that 
know him, hear his voice and follow him; 
unto ſuch he is head and fhepherd, king 
and ruler, to order them at his command, 
lead them into fat paſtures, and make them 
drink of the water of life, that they may live 
for ever with the Father and the Lamb, and 
walk in white robes before the throne, to ſing 
Hallelujah to him that lives for ever, To 
whom obedience, reverence and honour 1s 
juſtly due; to whom be it returned from 
henceforth for ever and evermore. 


